
RE: A Collective Evaluation: Youth Engagement at the UN Summit of
the Future and Action Days, September 2024

Dear ASG Paullier,

Six years into the implementation of the first United Nations system-wide youth strategy,
Youth 2030, we welcome the significant improvements towards working with and for
young people under the age of 30 reported across the UN system, both in terms of the
diversity of young people involved and the various processes and platforms where they
are engaged. Only a few years ago, young people were practically absent altogether from
multilateral spaces. The Youth2030 Progress Report 2024, together with the mere
establishment of the UN Youth Office, are a great testament to the commitment of
Member States and UN entities in implementing the strategy and we are encouraged by
the progress and momentum the report highlights towards reducing the barriers that
remain to young people’s engagement. 

We are grateful for the opportunity some of us had to meet with you on October 22 to
engage in a productive exchange of reflections from the Summit of the Future. As a
follow-on to this engagement, a collective of 57 representatives from 26 different
countries have come together to provide suggestions for your consideration that surfaced
in our subsequent consultations. We are eager to continue to be a resource for
strengthening youth engagement in the multilateral system. With this intention, we are
pleased to share this letter and its attachment, a Collective Evaluation, endorsed by a
majority of the people from the Global South, containing our insights from the Summit
processes and our recommendations for how we can continue to advance meaningful
youth engagement moving forward.

Among those of us who had the privilege of attending the Summit and its Action Days,
there was a common feeling that the arrangements supporting the engagement of young
people did not deliver on the ambitions and core guiding principles of the Secretary-
General’s Our Common Agenda Policy Brief 3: Meaningful Youth Engagement in Policy
Making and Decision-making Processes.

The international community has long recognized that engaging young people holds
immense potential and is an essential driver of vibrant societies, innovation and progress
on the Sustainable Development Goals. Moreover, within the youth bracket, there is now
an abundance of substantive subject matter specialists who are eager to provide
substantive and formative policy input.

 

1 December, 2024

Assistant Secretary-General for Youth Affairs, Felipe Paullier

United Nations Youth Office
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Despite so frequently being recognised as those who will inherit the future, young people
still wielded very little influence over the decision-making processes and outcomes of the
Summit, including the Pact for the Future.

As allies with immense respect for your Office and efforts to implement the Youth2030
strategy, we are acutely aware of the challenges you face in this system. We recognise
that translating the Secretary-General’s Our Common Agenda Policy Brief 3 into reality is
no trivial task. We recognised the Summit as a once-in-a-generation opportunity to
enhance international cooperation and rebuild trust, particularly of young people, in
multilateralism. As such, we are pleased to share below and in the Attachment, our
insights and recommendations for ensuring that future fora and events are able to better
meet the ambitions and principles of Policy Brief 3.

Building on the Summit: Insights and Opportunities for further
progress

Notwithstanding the significant efforts invested by your Office to provide young people
with opportunities to engage in the Summit processes, we saw additional opportunities to
further align with the vision of the policy brief in four key areas:

Minimising the gap between inputs gathered from young people and their impact on
decision-making and outcomes.

1.

Ensuring systematic and structured resourcing to support the inclusive, diverse, and
affordable participation of a sufficient quorum of young people.

2.

Providing additional guidance and training opportunities to equip young people for
success and meaningful collaboration.

3.

Ensuring equal partnership between young people and key decision-makers. 4.

These opportunities align with the principles of Policy Brief 3 and resonate with the
existing mandate of the UN Youth Office. We understand the long application window
required for change in this space and hope that by being proactive and sharing our
recommendations that we can support your Office in fulfilling its mandate. We have
confidence that this letter will be received with the constructive tone with which it is
intended, and trust that it will receive thoughtful consideration. We are eager to discuss
the recommendations in the Attachment further and look forward to working with you. 

In us, you have a global community of champions who remain committed to being your
strongest allies and a valuable resource in realising the ambitions of the Secretary-
General’s policy brief and the Pact for the Future. Please direct your response to this
letter to Clare Beaton-Wells (clare@foundationsfortomorrow.org).

Yours faithfully,

Young Leaders of the Summit of the Future
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The authors of this letter consist of are a collective of 57 individuals under the age of 30
from 26 different countries. A majority of the authors are people from the Global South,
and all authors were active participants in the Summit of the Future processes, either
through formal online fora or in-person events. Some have chosen to sign on behalf of the
organisations they represented, while others have signed in their capacity as activists or
advocates who contributed to the Summit processes.

Lead Author

Clare Beaton-Wells (Australia)
Special Representative to the Summit of the Future, UN Youth Australia
Head of Government Relations, Foundations for Tomorrow

Co-Signatories
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Samuel Nartey Abbrey (Ghana)
Environmentalist & Sustainable Development
Advocate
Yahya Babalalo Abubakar (Nigeria)
Student at Ibbul & Youth Advocate
Daniel Ajudeonu (Nigeria)
Leadership Team Member & Africa Project
Lead, Young Pugwash
Silke Birkenborg Anderson (Denmark)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Denmark
Muhammad Fatima Bello (Nigeria)
Lecturer, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria
Jana Berchtold (Austria)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Austria
Thomas Blakie (New Zealand)
Founder, Future Generations Aotearoa
Maria Bøge Blenstrup (Denmark)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Denmark
Selma Cafferty (Germany)
2024 UN Youth Observer to the Summit of
the Future
Valeria Colunga (Mexico)
Future Generations Specialist
Harpreet (Raven) Kaur Dillon (Australia)
Co-Founder, Community Care Collective

Andrea Dongmo-Zebaze (USA)
Public Health Student & Humanitarian
Advocate
Simon Ernest (Tanzania)
UNI-AID Ambassador & Storyteller
Ibrahim Faisal (Nigeria)
Foreign Affairs Advisor
Anastazia David Furutia (Tanzania)
Founder and CEO, GreenHarbour
Laura Carisa Gardea (USA)
Founder, Winston-Salem Permaculture
Collective
Carla Riera González (Spain)
Gender and Human Rights Defender
Ndyowe Grace (Uganda)
Environmentalist & Climate Activist
Akul Gupta (USA)
Global Youth Ambassador, TheirWorld
Ernestina Gyamfi (Ghana)
Climate Activist
Amna Habiba (Pakistan)
Director of Youth Innovation & Technology,
Teach the Future 
Hussaini Jibrin (Nigeria)
Health Advocate & Fellow, Ahmadu Bello
University
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Salihu Ismail Kaila (Nigeria)
Special Youth Representative to the Summit
of the Future
Ayesha Kareem (Pakistan)
Girl Vision Consultant, Malala Fund
Noor Wali Khan (Pakistan)
Sustainable Development Specialist
Grace Kimaru (Kenya)
Founder, Foster Green
Hannah Koch (Germany)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Germany
Nikolaj Rosenkilde Kolbaek (Denmark)
UN Youth Delegate of Denmark on
Vocational Education and Job Creation
Adithi Kumar (Australia)
UN Youth Representative of Australia to the
Summit of the Future
Kristofers Krumins (Latvia)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Latvia
Anamaria Lazaruc (Romania)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Romania
Isaiah Lekesike (Kenya)
Arable and Pastoral Lands Initiative
Innocent James Matekere (Tanzania)
UN Youth Delegate to the Summit of the
Future, Tanzania Youth Biodiversity Network 
Kissyah McCoy (USA)
Member, Winston-Salem Permaculture
Collective
Kallie Mitchell (USA)
Head of Gender Policy, NewLines Institute
for Strategy and Policy
Sean Nart (Belgium)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Belgium
Lise Coermann Nygaard (Denmark)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Denmark on
Climate and the Environment
Ikpe Bright Okechukwu (Nigeria)
Public Health Specialist & Gender Equality
Advocate
Kelsey Quinn (USA)
Program Head & Analyst, Future Frontiers,
NewLines Institute for Strategy and Policy

Alina Reize (Germany)
2024-25 UN Youth Delegate of Germany
Andressa dos Reis Rerreira (Brazil)
Global Youth Ambasador, TheirWorld
Kiki Ritmeijer (The Netherlands)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of The
Netherlands on Sustainable Development
Roland Enrique Pelicot Ruiz (Panama)
Global Youth Ambassador, TheirWorld
Anna Bella Sabbilah (Indonesia)
Founder and Executive Director,
Forumpuan
Vasil Samardzhiev (Australia)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Australia
Adrija Sarkar (India)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of India
Issa Sesay (Sierra Leone)
Secretary-General, Fridays For Future
Sierra Leone
Taimoor Siddiqui (Pakistan)
Founder and CEO, Project Clean Green
Hanishha Soosai (Switzerland)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Switzerland
Mwansa Sunga (Zambia)
Field Specialist, Liquid Intelligent
Technologies
Fatima-Zahrae Tarib (Morocco)
UN Youth Delegate to the Summit of the
Future, UniC
Lars Westra (The Netherlands)
Chief Editor, ChildPress
Marcus Mamadou Wane (Austria)
2024 UN Youth Delegate of Austria
Abbey Wilkinson (Australia)
Executive Member, South Australian Youth
Forum Inc.
Hamza Omeiza Yakubu (Nigeria)
Teacher and Innovator
Alhassan Dalhatu Zailani (Nigeria)
Primary Healthcare Coordinator for
adolescents & young people
Angela Zhong (USA)
UN Youth Representative to the Summit of
the Future


