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About Us
UN Youth Australia is a national youth-led organisation, coordinated entirely by young
volunteers aged 15-25. We are dedicated to educating young people about world issues,
social justice, international relations and advocacy. We pride ourselves on our ability to
provide an avenue for the expression of youth opinion and empowering young people to
engage meaningfully with the world around them.
As an organisation, we firmly believe in the value of bringing globally oriented
educational experiences to young people, regardless of background or prior knowledge.
We are a non-partisan organisation, and we do not discriminate on the basis of race,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, or marital staus. We firmly
believe that every young person has something valuable to say, and that they are worthy of
being empowered and educated about the world around them.
All our volunteers have undertaken comprehensive facilitation training and are compliant
with all the relevant State and Territory working with children laws. If your school requires
Working With Children Check numbers prior to working with UN Youth NSW, please let the
Director of Education know.
For more information on UN Youth, please visit our website at www.unyouth.org.au.

Schools Program
UN Youth NSW will send a team of volunteers into your school to run an interactive
education program that is tailored to work with your timetabling requirements, class sizes,
subject focuses, and other learning requirements.
We are happy to run sessions to fit within a typical lesson or period, half-day, or full-day
programs which incorporate a number of different workshops and activities. Two sessions
can be run in a half-day program, and three sessions for a full-day program. Our programs
can be aimed at both primary school and high school students, and are adapted to suit a
variety of year groups and difficulty levels.
Our programs can be run for any size of group: from a typical class size of 20-30 students,
to upwards of 100 students across a year level or multiple years. Please let the Director of
Education know the year group(s) that will be partaking in our program so that a tailored
program can be developed.
A school program may incorporate a combination of the following activities:
• Content-based workshops, and/or
• Model UN Debating
Our workshops typically run for one hour; with Model UN Debating typically running for up
to 1.5 hours.

Content-based Workshops
In line with the outcomes proposed in the National Curriculum, UN Youth has developed a
series of workshops that extend upon the learning done in the classroom. We are flexible
about adapting our content to meet your requirements, and we are always looking for
feedback about the content we cover in order to continue to improve and expand the
globally oriented education, leadership, and skills-based development we provide for
young Australians. If there is something you would like us to add to our list of workshops,
please do not hesitate to get in touch with the Director of Education.
Our workshops utilise a peer-to-peer pedagogical model, often drawing upon the
experience and understandings of the students’ themselves. We strive to make our
workshops as interactive as possible, employing a wide range of activities to animate
discussion. Rather than preaching particular opinions, our workshops maintain an apolitical
stance to challenge students to reflect upon their preconceived ideas and develop their
critical thinking skills.
Our workshops are categorised, broadly, into:
• Advocacy, Leadership, and Skills Development
• Australian Foreign Policy
• Conflict Intervention
• Democracy, Power, and Revolution
• Economics, Trade, and Globalisation
• Human Rights
• Poverty, Aid, and Development
• The United Nations and International Justice
• Global Social Movements
• Gender Equality
• Youth Change Workshops

Model UN
Our Model UN Program In Schools is based on our highly successful Model UN Diplomacy
Competition, known as the Evatt Competition. With over 200 teams involved each year in
NSW alone, this competition has come to be known as Australia’s largest debating and
diplomacy competition. Model UN Debate is an interactive program where we ask students
to step into the shoes of top diplomats to represent their country in debate sessions.
Students research key global issues, make speeches, craft solutions, and negotiate
agreements in an effort to simulate diplomacy in the real world.
Students independently research their assigned country before representing their
nation’s foreign policy in debate sessions, which are run almost entirely by the real
Security Council’s rules of procedure. With our program, leadership, problem solving,
and interpersonal skills are developed through lobbying and negotiation during debate
with other participants. We hope to expand students’ horizons with debate on important
international issues, teaching students about the nuances of global issues that are
increasingly relevant to young Australians.
Model UN Debate also aligns with our vision of peer-to-peer education. Its interactive
nature allows all students to get involved in various ways and learn about the topic they
are debating. Students will be able to apply pre-existing knowledge from subjects such as
History, Geography, English, and Legal Studies to Model UN Debate.
In the course of debate, students will:
• Deliver speeches to the Council to persuade other teams of their country’s point of view;
• Lobby and negotiate with other teams in caucus time and in a separate Negotiation
Chamber;
• Amend the resolution to suit their country’s agenda;
• Ask questions of other countries (like Parliamentary Question Time);
• Vote on the final resolution.

Proposed Program
Below is a draft itinerary of how we have run Model UN Days in schools, for a full day. For
a more specific itinerary, please contact the Director of Education. We endeavour to work
with teachers to tailor a program that will be beneficial for everyone involved.
1. Workshop: What is the UN? [1 hour]
2. Workshop on the topic of Debate 1 [1 hour]
3. Debate 1 commences [max. 1.5 hours]
4. Workshop on the topic of Debate 2 [1 hour]
5. Debate 2 commences [max 1.5 hours]
We strongly believe in having workshops on the topic of the debate to ensure that all
students are engaged in the content they are debating. In our experience, it is only when
there is an understanding and interest in the topic at hand, students become actively
involved in the debate. We look to build confidence in students who have not been
involved in public speaking or debating in the past by encouraging them to become
involved in other aspects of the debate, such as through negotiations.
Before the Model UN Day, students will receive a copy of the chosen resolution(s) in order
to give them an opportunity to research their assigned country. Students will also receive a
document outlining the rules of procedure, as well as helpful tips for the preparation of the
debate.

Potential Debate Topics
Below are some examples of the topic of resolutions that we have written. We are able to
write specific resolutions to suit your needs with two months notice.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Climate Induced Conflict
Global Food Security
Health Security
Human Rights in Tibet
Nuclear Disarmament
South China Sea
Children in Armed Conflict
North Korean Refugees
Drug Trafficking
Mediterranean Refugee Crisis
Strait of Hormuz
Extradition
Humanitarian Workers in Conflict Zones
Journalist Safety and Protection
Mexican Drug War
People Smugglers
Climate Refugees
Freedom of the Media
Pharmaceutical Intellectual Property
Corporate Espionage
Water Security and Shared Sources of Irrigation

Cost
The cost of our schools program is dependent on the amount of students involved,
and the length of the school visit. To request a quote, please contact the Director of
Education with:
• Amount of students involved
• Length of visit
• School bell times
UN Youth NSW strives to make our programs accessible: we are happy to negotiate
costs and extend payment dates. For more information, please contact the Director
of Education.

Questions
If you have any questions or would like any clarifications, please do not hesitate to
get in contact with the Director of Education at nsweducation@unyouth.org.au.
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