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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD
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commitment, a civil society movement to build support 

for the the goals of the Charter emerged. UN Youth 

Australia has proudly formed an integral part of this 

movement for over 50 years, originally under the 

auspices of the United Nations Association of 

Australia and now as an independent youth-run 

charity. Our educational programs are building a 

generation of young Australians who understand and 

respect the role of the United Nations, international 

law and human rights, and who are committed to 

working towards a more peaceful and prosperous 

future. 

 

In 2018, UN Youth has continued working towards the 

goals set out in our 2020 Strategic Plan. We have 

expanded our program reach to a greater number of 

diverse young Australians, and deepened our 

engagement to improve the educational outcomes for 

those who participate in our events. We also 

continued improving our internal governance and 

administrative processes to ensure that we can make 

the most efficient use of the resources at our disposal. 

This report explores some of our accomplishments 

from the past year in more detail. 

73 years ago, 

representatives from 50 

nations gathered in the 

wake of World War II to 

sign the UN Charter, 

pledging to save 

succeeding generations 

from the scourge of 

war. Out of that original 



As I conclude my term as Chair of the Board, I am 

immensely proud of what UN Youth has accomplished 

since I was first elected to the position a year ago 

and, further, since I began volunteering in 2011. The 

quality of the opportunities and educational 

experiences we provide to young Australians is 

unsurpassed and I am confident that UN Youth 

Australia will continue from strength to strength in the 

coming years. 

 

UN Youth is and always will be run entirely by young 

people, for young people. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our many volunteers for giving 

their time and energy in pursuit of our shared 

organisational values. We firmly believe that young 

people can make meaningful contributions to the world 

and should have a voice at all levels of decision 

making. This philosophy sits at the heart of everything 

we do, and the work of our volunteers stands 

testament to this fact. 

 

I look forward to seeing where the next generation of 

young leaders takes UN Youth.  

 

Sophie Corea 
Chair of the Board 2018
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There can be no better 

way than to start this 

message than by giving 

a heartfelt thanks to all 

of our outstanding 

supporters and 

volunteers. UN Youth 

Australia operates only 

as the result of 

countless hours of volunteering by incredible young 

Australians. The work this organisation does is 

testament to the immense capacity and skill of 

Australia’s young people, and I am thankful for each 

and every person who has contributed to our work 

 

This year has been one of both expansion and 

consolidation for UN Youth Australia. Across the 

country, we ran nine residential conferences, three 

major national activities, twelve day summits and 

countless schools workshops. Our Model UN 

competition, the Evatt Trophy, saw nearly 2,000 

students stepping into the shoes of the world’s finest 

diplomats. Meanwhile, six hundred students competed 

across Australia in the Voice public speaking 

competition, which is now in its fifth year of operation. 

Further, the 55th iteration of our flagship event, UN 

Youth Australia’s National Conference, saw students 

from across Australia and New Zealand come together 

for a week of debate and discussion around the theme 

‘the Future of Democracy.’  
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This year has also seen outstanding innovation in our 

education programs. Our engagement with younger 

students continued to grow through the Junior 

Leadership Weekend, which now runs in both Victoria 

and New South Wales. Further, the inaugural 

Negotiations Competition and Global Affairs 

Forum promise to help inspire a new generation of 

Australians to become active participants in and 

advocates for the international system.   

 

Speaking of the international system, this year Amos 

Washington was the Australian Youth Representative to 

the United Nations. Amos and his team have worked 

tirelessly this year to continue to grow this program, 

which I strongly believe is UN Youth Australia’s most 

valuable – and most critical – platform when it comes to 

ensuring that young Australians are empowered to 

contribute as members of their local, national and global 

community. 

 

We also strived to ensure our programs are accessible 

to all young Australians. This is the first year that UN 

Youth Australia has offered bursaries based on financial 

need at all national events. We distributed over $17,000 

of scholarships to volunteers and participants at our 

three national activities. It is our hope that this 

scholarship program will continue to grow in coming 

years, through funds from the UN Youth Australia 

Foundation and donations from supporters, so that 

students and volunteers can access our events 

regardless of financial need. 

 

Jessica Herne 
National President 2018 
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NATIONAL EVATT COMPETITION

UN Youth’s National Evatt Competition is Australia’s largest debating and 

diplomacy competition. Named after former High Court Justice and 3rd 

President of the United Nations General Assembly, Dr H V Evatt, the Evatt 

competition gathers together thousands of students from across the 

country to take part in a simulation of the United Nations Security Council. 

Participating in teams of two, pairs of students adopt the role of 

representatives for one of the 15 Security Council member states. In their 

roles they negotiate and debate Security Council resolutions, seeking to 

address threats to international peace whilst furthering their own country’s 

goals and interests. The Evatt Competition gives students hands-on insight 

into the operation of the most powerful international organisation in the 

history of the interstate system and exposure to some of the most 

important questions facing the international community.  

 

were held in Hobart. Fifty Six of the brightest young diplomats from around 

the country gathered together for a week of Security Council diplomacy, 

alongside four guest delegates from UN Youth New Zealand. The week 

culminated in a Grand Finals debate which explored topics such as reform 

of the United Nations Security Council and the colonisation of outer space. 

Some highlights from the Grand Finals week include debates at the 

Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies and a visit to the Museum of Old 

and New Art.  

This year Evatt rounds were held across 

the country in every division of UN 

Youth. Almost 2000 students participated 

in the Evatt Competition tackling some of 

the most pressing issues of our times. 

Topics of debate included the 

proliferation of lethal autonomous 

weapons, the weaponization of genetic 

engineering and defences against cyber 

warfare. 

 

This year the 18th Evatt National Finals 

...the Evatt nationals 2018 
were a well-organised, 

inspirational and fun event, 
which none of the  

 delegates wanted to leave 
at the end of the week.



NATIONAL VOICE COMPETITION 

The National Voice Competition is a nationwide program which empowers 

young Australians in years 7 to 10 to develop and express their solutions 

to the most significant challenges facing the globe. Voice shines a 

spotlight on some of the most innovative young Australians by prioritising 

the quality of the speaker’s ideas above all other criteria. Since its 

national adoption in 2015, Voice has grown from strength to strength. 

This year, more than 600 school students took part in Voice rounds in 

almost every State and Territory. Students could choose from a range of 

speech topics which reflected current challenges facing Australia and the 

world. 

 

The 2018 National Voice Finals were held in Brisbane, with 60 students 

from around the country gathering to present their pitches and develop 

their problem solving skills. The final speeches were delivered in the 

Queensland Supreme Court complex. Some highlights from the week 

include an official welcome reception hosted by the Lord Mayor of 

Brisbane and an address from prominent lawyer and humanitarian, Mr 

Greg Vickery AO.  



NATIONAL SUMMITS PROGRAM

UN Youth Australia’s National Summits Program allows students to 

engage with a range of international issues in a non- 

competitive environment. Since 2016, the national organisation has 

hosted a number of summits each year where students can take part in 

workshops, participate in debate and hear from experts on a given theme. 

The flexible nature of the program means that divisions can easily opt-in 

to hosting summits, thus providing students expanded opportunity for 

engagement with UN Youth Australia activities. 

 

In 2018 UN Youth Australia hosted summits across the country, 

everywhere from Townsville to Perth. In March delegates had the 

opportunity to explore the international economic order at the ‘Politics of 

Money’ summit. In June students took part in the ‘Our Evolving Cities’ 

summit. Participants examined the history of cities, analysed key 

challenges facing urban areas today and imagined what the city of the 

future might look like.   

 

In 2019 we look forward to hosting summits which will explore climate 

change, the free press and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.   

 



NATIONAL CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

UN Youth Australia's Conference program is our oldest ongoing initiative. 

Divisions have been holding State and Territory conferences for decades, 

and the first ever National Conference was hosted in 1963. At UN Youth 

Conferences students live together for up to a week, building friendships 

with like-minded peers and delving into educational content presented by 

facilitators. 

 

Future of Democracy', students delved into a 

number challenges facing democratic political systems, and explored how 

these can be overcome in the future. A highlight from the week was a 

keynote presentation from the former Minister for Climate Change, Mark 

Butler. 

 

Our National Conference was held in 

Adelaide in June, with 80 students 

from every State and Territory in 

attendance. With the theme of 'The 

In recent years, in the spirit of 

enhanced cooperation and efficiency, 

State and Territory Conferences have 

moved towards a coordinated 

conference model in which a single 

national theme is agreed to, with the 

same educational content being used 

across the country. The 2018 

coordinated conference theme was 

'Power, Diplomacy and Influence'. 

Over the course of three days, 

attendees at divisional conferences 

explored how power is exercised 

within the international system 

through a range of educational 

activities.  



INTERNATIONAL 

ACTIVITIES



NEW ZEALAND MUN TOUR
 

The New Zealand Model UN Tour takes a delegation of students from UN 

Youth Australia to Wellington to participate in UN Youth New Zealand’s 

flagship event, NZMUN. In 2018, NZMUN brought together over 270 

participants from across New Zealand. The Australian delegation had the 

opportunity to explore a new format of model United Nations and build 

connections across the Tasman. The 2018 theme for NZMUN was ‘UN- 

forgettable; exploring major historic events and their impact on the world 

today’. The delegation had a great time in New Zealand, and we were 

very happy to continue to strengthen that partnership between UN Youth 

Australia and UN Youth New Zealand. We look forward to visiting NZMUN 

in 2019! 

 

In January, UN Youth ran the inaugural American Political Tour (APT), a 

three week educational program for secondary students in the United 

States. Over the course of three weeks students examined recent shifts in 

American political system and explored how the new administration is 

challenging established political norms. The APT delegation had the 

opportunity to engage with stakeholders from across the political 

spectrum, such as advisors for the Trump administration and 

representatives from the Californian Environmental Protection Agency. 

Students also visited a number of museums and cultural institutions, 

including the Smithsonian and the National Holocaust Memorial. The first 

ever American Political Tour was a resounding success and we look 

forward to building on the solid foundation that has been established in 

future years. 

AMERICAN POLITICAL TOUR 

Going on the 2018 American 
Political Tour was honestly one 
of the most incredible and eye- 
opening experiences of my life.



PACIFIC PROJECT 

 

In January UN Youth held our third Young Diplomats Tour, a whirlwind 

trip through Europe that traces the evolution of modern systems of 

diplomacy in Europe. 16 delegates accompanied our team of facilitators 

through 9 countries, taking in major cultural sites and holding 

consultations with a wide range of political actors (including politicians, 

diplomats and NGOs) along the way. Some of our most memorable 

moments included a visit to the headquarters of the OECD in Paris, 

meeting a judge of an international tribunal in the Hague, and an exciting 

afternoon hearing about the lives of journalists at ABC's London office. 

Facilitators and delegates alike returned from the tour full of new ideas 

and new friendships to take into the future. 

 

YOUNG DIPLOMATS TOUR

 

UN Youth Australia Pacific Project explores the topic of sustainable 

development and growth. In July, 12 students accompanied UN Youth 

facilitators to Timor-Leste where they engaged in a number of 

consultations, workshops and educational activities, seeking to better 

understand the complex realities of development in one of Australia’s 

closest neighbours. Working with our partner organisation, Destination 

Dreaming, the delegation had the opportunity to lead fundraising 

initiatives in the lead-up to the event in order to support a range of grass- 

roots community organisations in Timor-Leste. Highlights from the trip 

included consultations with the Head of Development and Aid at the 

Australian Embassy in Timor-Leste and with local NGO, the Alola 

Foundation. 



AOTEAROA LEADERSHIP TOUR 
 

In July UN Youth took 16 students to New Zealand to take part in our 

Aotearoa Leadership Tour (ALT). ALT’s educational program focuses on 

comparative Indigenous studies, with students exploring Australia’s 

relationship with its first peoples by examining the history and tradition of 

the Maori people in New Zealand. The tour began in Sydney where the 

delegation consulted with academics, government representatives and 

legal practitioners from the Aboriginal Legal Service. In New Zealand the 

team travelled through Auckland, Waitangi, Rotorua and Wellington, 

taking part in consultations and educational activities throughout. Some 

highlights from the trip include a consultation with the National President 

of Maori Women’s Welfare League and a specialised tour of the Auckland 

Art Gallery, covering political statements made by contemporary Maori 

and Pacific Islander art.  



INNOVATION 

AND REFORM



SCHOLARSHIPS PROGRAM 
 

UN Youth was proud to implement its first ever scholarship program for 

National Activity participants. In 2018 needs-based scholarships were 

available for students taking part in National Voice, National Conference 

and National Evatt. This is an important milestone in our long-term goal of 

making our events accessible to participants from all socioeconomic 

backgrounds. We received excellent feedback from scholarship recipients 

and volunteers, and we look forward to continuing to expand our 

scholarship scheme in the coming years. In 2019 we aim move onto the 

next stage of our investment plan for the UN Youth Australia Foundation, 

the returns from which will play an important role in growing the total 

value of available scholarships into the future.  

 

New South Wales hosted its first ever Negotiations Competition over two 

days in October. The competition gave participants the opportunity to 

develop their diplomacy skills as they assumed the role of state 

negotiators in an international dispute. Students sought to find mutually 

beneficial resolutions for disagreements based on real-world scenarios. 

The event ran very successfully, and UN Youth NSW is planning on 

continuing the competition in 2019. 

NEGOTIATIONS COMPETITION 



VOLUNTEER EXCHANGE 

 

The Global Affairs Forum was a new initiative of UN Youth Victoria in 

2018. Over the course of a day, participants heard from a range of 

professionals about pathways to careers in international relations. A 

highlight of the event was a keynote speech by prominent academic and 

author, Dr Susan Carland. The inaugural Global Affairs Program was 

incredibly successful, with all 100 places selling out weeks in advance of 

the event. Clearly the event responded to significant community demand, 

and UN Youth Victoria intends to expand the forum in 2019.  

GLOBAL AFFAIRS FORUM

 

This year UN Youth Australia implemented its first ever volunteer 

exchange as a tool to upskill new facilitators and promote greater 

cooperation between the divisions of UN Youth Australia. A first-year 

facilitator from each division was selected to attend a State or Territory 

Conference in another division. We received great feedback from the 

participants in the exchange program and will continue the exchange 

program in 2019.  



THE YOUTH 

REPRESENTATIVE



THE AUSTRALIAN YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS
 

The Australian Youth Representative to the United Nations is the only 

role of its kind in Australia. The position is appointed annually by UN 

Youth Australia in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade. Running since 1999, the Youth Representative holds an 

extensive, nationwide consultative Listening Tour to engage with and 

discover the issues that are most important to young Australians. The 

Youth representative concludes their Listening Tour with a posting to the 

Australian Mission to the United Nations in New York. There, they 

present their findings in a speech to the UN General Assembly before 

returning to Australia to report their conclusions to the Australian 

community.   

 

In 2018 Australia’s Youth Representative was Amos Washington. 

Throughout the year he travelled almost 100,000km across the country, 

conducting consultations with young people in every State and Territory. 

In addition to collecting survey responses and letters from young people 

across Australia, the Youth Representative conducted more than 150 

face-to-face consultations during his travels.   

 

This year the Youth Representative Program continued to innovate to 

ensure it best represented the views of Australian youth. For example, 

the group of young people with whom Amos consulted are amongst the 

most diverse in the history of the program. More than a third of 

consultations were held in regional areas and more than a tenth included 

a significant proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander young 

people. Additionally, the program made unprecedented efforts to ensure 

that the voices of consultees were amplified within the community. 

These included a providing a number policy recommendations which 

were based on feedback received in the Listening Tour (which can be 

found below) and a parliamentary launch for the final report. 

 

In 2019 the Australian Youth Representative to the United Nations is 

Kareem El-Ansary. We look forward to working with 

the Kareem to continue to provide a voice for young people on an 

international and national stage. 



 

1. That we lower the voting age to 16. 

2. That alternatives to youth detention are always prioritised. 

3. That schools provide comprehensive, inclusive sex education, and 

education on mental health, bullying, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

histories and cultures. 

4. That the federal government funds additional youth mental health 

services in regional communities. 

5. That the Government appoint a Minister for Youth. 

6. That the federal government appoints a fully-funded youth advisory 

council. 

7. That local and state/territory governments implement inclusive youth 

consultation strategies. 

8. That the government fully funds a national youth peak body. 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

The 2018 Australian Youth Representative Consultation Report can be 

found at unyouth.org.au/event/youthrepreport/
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