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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The Youth Representative is the only role of 

its kind in Australia. The Australian Youth 

Representative to the UN is a role appointed 

annually by UN Youth Australia in 

consultation with the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade. The Youth Representative 

holds an extensive, nationwide consultation to 

engage with and discover the issues that are 

most important to young Australians. Known 

as the Listening Tour, this consultation 

process will see the Youth Representative 

meeting not only with young people but also 

with prominent members of the Australian 

community, including MPs, NGO leaders and 

those involved in the youth and education 

sectors. The 2019 Youth Representative is 

Kareem El-Ansary.

 

In September, the Youth Representative 

travels to New York to represent Australian 

youth at the United Nations, as a member of 

the Official Australian Delegation to the UN. 

There, Kareem will deliver a speech on his 

findings during the Listening Tour. Upon his 

return to Australia, Kareem will deliver a 

report to the federal government on the year's 

consultations. He’ll also facilitate young 

people to take the Report into their own 

hands, by arranging additional meetings 

between young people and their 

representatives.

In 2019, the Youth Representative consultation 

will attempt to answer the question “What will 

our future look like if young people are heard 

today?” Kareem is determined to increase the 

reach of the Program to engage with a more 

diverse range of young Australians than ever 

before. He’s also committed to tapping into not 

only young people’s frustrations, but also their 

optimism and ideas for building better 

communities at every level.

 

Kareem, who hails from Melbourne, has a long 

history working with both young people and 

government. Among his past achievements are 

heading up the Oaktree Foundation’s Live 

Below the Line campaign and serving as CEO 

of his own not-for-profit. He also remains a 

member of the Victorian Youth Advisory 

Council. Combined with extensive experience 

in data application, these experiences prepare 

Kareem well to meaningfully capture and 

campaign for Australian young people.

 

Kareem and UN Youth’s Chief Youth 

Representation Officer, Nick Mezo, can be 

contacted via email at 

kareem.el-ansary@unyouth.org.au and 

nick.mezo@unyouth.org.au respectively. If 

you’re reached out to by a member of our 

team, please respond to that email address.



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What does a consultation involve?
This depends! Typically, Kareem will deliver a 

short presentation on the Youth Rep 

Program, then run a workshop that explores 

the question the Program will be asking this 

year: What will our future look like if young 

people are heard today? 

This will involve interactive activities and 

group discussion, which will be included in the 

formal data collection for the Listening Tour. 

The topics we discuss will be determined by 

the students in the consultation. We 

recommend  90 minutes for a consultation, 

but can run to different times depending on 

your availability e.g. 60 or 120 minutes.

 

How many young people can participate?
We are happy to engage with any number of 

young people at a time. While groups of 15 -

40 means that we can be more interactive 

and participatory, Kareem is also happy to 

work with larger groups and speak at 

assemblies if this is what you would prefer.

 

How much does it cost?
We'd like to engage with as many schools 

and organisations as possible, so there is no 

fee attached to the Program. If you are able, a 

small donation is always appreciated, which 

can be used to cover travel costs and time.

 

 

What kind of young people can participate?
Sometimes, schools have a specific group of 

students (such as an SRC) in mind for our 

consultations. However, we believe that all 

young people should be able to access our 

consultations, regardless of their previous 

exposure to the kinds of topics we discuss in 

the consultation. As such, we are happy to 

work with any young people. 

Our primary target in the Youth Rep Program is 

young people aged between 15 and 25. Let us 

know if you have younger students who may 

like to also participate.

 

A consultation with us won't be possible 
this time. Can we still be involved? 

Absolutely! Young people can get involved with 

the Youth Rep Program in lots of ways. 
Young people can complete the Youth Rep 

survey online (to be released soon). Time 

permitting, students will complete this survey 

during the consultations. They can also 

participate in our anonymous art project and 

photo series, which we will discuss further in 

consultations. Let us know if you'd like to learn 

more!

 

 

 

 
Pictured: Kareem and the 2018 Youth 
Representative, Amos Washington.



opening young eyes to the world
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