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From the Convenor

Hello there!
 
In January 2019, UN Youth Australia is offering 16 amazing young leaders from across the country 
a life-changing experience -- a four week tour of Europe, exploring 9 different countries, through a 
combination of sight seeing, interactive workshops, museums,and political consulations. We’ll be 
looking at these countries through the lens of history, diplomacy, and international relations, in an 
attempt to discern the most important political considerations in Europe of the modern era. 

My name’s Jen, and I’m the Convenor of the Young Diplomats Tour next January. I’m joined by 3 of 
my wonderful collegues and friends -- Cormac, Danielle, and Raj --- and we’re all incredibly excited 
to share this tour with you. 

The theme of the tour is The Evolution of Diplomacy. Starting from scratch, we’ll be investigating 
the birth of modern democracy, the rise of the nation state, and the development of the interna-
tional order. By charting the history and politics that have shaped Europe as we know it today, we’ll 
grapple with some big questions. What are the biggest challenges facing Europe, and why are they 
important to us at home? How does the international community work together to promote peace, 
and what happens when peace breaks down? How will the future of the European Union compare 
to its past? 

Over the month of January, you’ll be meeting with some of the best minds in the international 
community, including foreign diplomats, European politicians, UN bodies, and think-tanks. These 
consultations will cover a huge range of topics, from climate change and nuclear policy, to domes-
tic politics and international negotiations. By meeting and interacting with some of these influential 
organisations and the people who run them, we hope to open your eyes to the ins and outs of 
European politics, and inspire you to make change in your own way.

This pack will provide you with some information on the trip that will be useful prior to applying for 
the tour. You’ll find some details on the itinerary, costs and outcomes, as well as some information 
on our welfare procedures to ensure we keep everyone safe while we’re away. 

If you have any questions at all, please don’t hestitate to get in touch at jennifer.horton@unyouth.
org.au.

Jennifer Horton
Convenor



About Us
About UN Youth Australia

UN Youth Australia is a national youth-led 
charity, coordinated entirely by young volunteers 
aged 15-24. We are dedicated to educating 
young people about international relations, 
providing an avenue for the expression of youth 
opinion and empowering young people to 
engage with society.

Through its eight divisions in each state and 
territory, UN Youth Australia 
provides an impressive array of events each 
year for secondary and tertiary 
students centred around global affairs.

We believe in the value of peer-to-peer 
education and have been insipring young 
students for decades to become engaged with 
the world around them.

For more information on UN Youth, please visit 
our website at www.unyouth.org.au.

About the Tour

Sixteen high school students from across 
Australia will be selected to attend the Young 
Diplomats Tour 2018. Travelling throughout 
8 European countries, students will have 
the opportunity to immerse themselves in 
the historical, social and diplomatic facets of 
Europe. 

From December 31 - Feburary 1st, students will 
travel through Germany, France, Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Poland, 
Hungary, and Austria, to learn about the region’s 
history and some of the most significant political 
issues facing the international community.



The Evolution of Diplomacy

The theme of the 2019 Young Diplomats Tour is The Evolution of Diplomacy.

We’ll be exploring the history that has shaped contemporary Europe, asking how the history of 
diplomacy has influenced the international order of the 21st century. 

Starting in the 1600’s, we’ll be tracing the formation of the state, and the impact of events like the 
French Revolution and the fall of the Berlin Wall on the European order. We’ll chart movements 
that have empowered or repressed populations across the globe, and visit the sites of revolution 
and war across 9 different countries. We’ll be considering a range of the most important issues in 
today’s world, including migration, the future of the European Union, the rise of radical politics, and 
the role of the UN. 

By meeting with politicians, diplomats, think-tanks, and activists, you’ll have the chance to engage 
with diplomacy and politics in an entirely new way. These experts are working within a global 
system unlike anything that has ever been seen before, giving you the opportunity to learn about 
the true and complex realities of diplomacy in the 21st century. 

The tour will also include a series of interactive workshops designed by UN Youth Australia that 
will aid your understanding of the landmarks, sites, and topics being explored, and enable you to 
develop your own perspective through discussion with the other students. By considering complex 
international issues as a group, you’ll be treated to an educational experience far more in-depth 
than simply reading up on a topic. 

Finally, this tour is an incredibly exciting and fun experience. UN Youth understands the social and 
emotional needs of young people, and we create an environment where students can learn and 
grow in a safe and supported manner.

Expect to have the time of your life, and you won’t be disappointed! 



Planned Itinerary

January 1st - Berlin
Presently a melting pot of differing cultures 
and the heart of democracy, Berlin provides 
an insight into every step along the evolution 
of diplomacy, making it the perfect city with 
which to start our tour. From empires ruling 
in centuries gone by, to the experiments 
of Nazism and Communism, Berlin is a 
historically rich city that will immerse us in the 
past and future of diplomacy.

January 7th - Paris
Known for its picturesque landmarks, rich 
artistic history and copious amounts of cheese, 
Paris is also the centre of some of the most 
influential and defining moments of modern 
history. The French Revolution and Napoleonic 
Wars are known to have planted the seeds of 
democracy and human rights throughout the 
continent.

January 11 - Vienna
Vienna, home to beautiful architecture and 
world famous classical music, is not only a 
stunning city to visit, but a key historical site 
on the tour. Vienna offers a chance to explore 
the Concert of Vienna, Europe’s first balance 
of power system, and compare Europe’s old 
peace-making systems to the UN of today.

January 14th - Budapest
The capital of Hungary provides a window into 
the heart of Eastern Europe -- a part of the 
world only recently liberated from 50 years of 
brutal communist rule. Here, we’ll dive into the 
history of the Cold War, evidence of modern 
conflicts and some of the most alarming 
phenomena of contemporary politics, including 
the rise of extremist far right nationalism and 
how the past may well be coming back to 
haunt us.

January 19 - Krakow
Prepare yourself for a fascinating and 
overwhelming experience in Krakow. Home to 
Auschwitz, one of the most iconic and powerful 
UNESCO sites in all of Europe, Krakow offers 
the chance to learn about the atrocities of 
WWII in an entirely new way. 

January 22 - The Hague and Brussels
These two eye opening, beautiful cities will 
provide opportunities for us to consult with 
the key institutions that continue to shape 
contemporary Europe. Here, we will visit the 
United Nations, the European Union, the 
International Country of Justice, and NATO.



About Your Facilitators

Jennifer Horton

Jen has been excited about the prospect of 
convening YDT since attending the tour as 
a high school student, and is most looking 
forward to comparing European politics 
back then to 2019. She is a major nerd of 
all varieties, and is particularly interested 
in space, U.S. politics, and urban planning 
(though currently focusing on European history 
in anticipation of the tour). Jen is a third year 
student at the University of Sydney, studying 
Physics, Government, and Geography, 
and spends most of her time reading and 
researching. She is currently working as 
Director of Education for UN Youth NSW, and in 
2018 will be travelling to East Timor as Deputy 
Convenor of UN Youth’s Pacific Project.

Cormac Power

Cormac has always found the educational 
theme of YDT to be incredibly engaging and, as 
an Irish immigrant to Australia, is super excited 
to head back to Europe to explore those ideas. 
He is an international relations nerd in the 
truest sense, with a love of all things politics, 
history, maps, flags, languages and anything 
else you can think of. Cormac is in his fourth 
year at the University of Western Australias, 
completing his honours in Political Science 
and International Relations. He’ll spend far 
too many hours of this year researching inter-
Korean relations, but spends the rest of his 
time reading or telling everyone far more than 
they ever need to know about tea. He loves 
tea.

Danielle Santos

Being peer pressured by a friend to apply for 
YDT as a delegate in 2015 is one of the best 
things a friend has ever done for Danielle. She 
is so excited to be able to go back in 2019 as 
a Deputy Convenor to hopefully impart an 
experience as life-changing as her’s was on a 
new delegation of students. Danielle is a lover 
of buying more books than she’ll ever have 
time to read, netflix marathons and road trip 
sing-along’s. Danielle is a third year student at 
the University of NSW studying a combined 
degree of Law/Social Research and Policy. She 
is currently UN Youth NSW’s President, and 
in July 2018 will be travelling to New Zealand 
as Deputy Convenor of UN Youth’s Aotearoa 
Leadership Tour.

Raj Burli

Raj is a fourth year aviation and international 
business student studying in Melbourne. He is 
the current Vice President of UN Youth Victoria 
and has previously deputy convened the 2017 
Middle East Experience. Having loved his 
time on the tour, he decided that YDT 2019 
would be his next adventure and eagerly looks 
forward to sharing his passions in philosophy, 
economics and general sciences with the 
delegates. When not studying or working, you’ll 
find Raj reading, playing video games and 
generally researching places he would live to 
travel. By the time of the tour he will have most 
likely graduated and will be commencing a 
Masters.



Welfare Policies

UN Youth Australia and the YDT volunteer team 
place a priority on safety and take welfare 
incredibly seriously. 

Each UN Youth Australia Facilitator will 
possess an Apply First Aid Certificate (formerly 
Senior First Aid) and a Mental Health First Aid 
Certificate. 
 
UN Youth Australia has a comprehensive 
Federal Welfare Policy, which we will ensure is 
complied with in the lead up to, throughout and 
after YDT 2019. Our priority is ensuring that 
you are safe, respected, and happy and enjoy 
the project as much as possible. 

It is a requirement that all delegates agree to 
and complete the delegate code of conduct 
and first aid consent form as part of their online 
application. 

Also included in the application are the Welfare 
Arbitration Procedures that we use in the event 
of a breach of the Welfare Policy. 

The welfare policies are designed to ensure 
that both facilitators and delegates have the 
best possible time on the Young Diplomats 
Tour, that we all stay healthy and able to enjoy 
ourselves to the greatest possible extent. 

It is crucially important that you understand 
your rights and responsibilities as per the 
Welfare Policy – if you or your parents have 
any questions, do not hesitate to contact us. 

The full UN Youth Australia Welfare policies 
are available in the application form, and it is a 
requirement that you read them.

It is important that all welfare information is 
disclosed to us so that we can arrange things 
and ensure that the facilitator team is able to 
assist everyone in having a positive experience 
on the tour.

In order to ensure that we can maximise your 
safety, enjoyment and participation in the 
event, you will be required to submit a Welfare 
Management Plan, if you identify as having a 
serious health condition (including all chronic 
illnesses, mental health conditions for which 
you are taking medication, and any injury or 
disability that limits your full participation in 
Conference events). 

Your Welfare Management Plan must be 
written by a medical professional – typically 
your GP. We will contact any delegates whom 
we believe this applies to about creating a 
Welfare Management Plan as part of the 
confirmation process.



Cost and Payment Schedules

The cost of the Young Diplomats Tour in 2019 is 
estimated to be $6800 AUD. 

It is important to note that this cost is an 
estimate; the leadership team will continue 
to explore opportunities for minimising costs, 
and changes may also be made depending on 
unforeseen circumstances. This tour cost will 
be paid in several installments in the lead up to 
departure in January 2019.

The prices includes:
- All flights
- All ground transport
- All accommodation
- All scheduled activities
- Comprehensive travel insurance
- Most meals

You will also need to bring additional money 
to cover some meals on the tour, as well as 
souvenirs, personal items and snack food. 

The application process consists of three 
stages: your initial online application, a second 
round written application, and a third round 
interview. 

Should you have any further questions about 
the tour or the application process, please don’t 
hesitate to contact Jennifer Horton, the tour 
Convenor, at jennifer.horton@unyouth.org.au. 
We look forward to reading your application! 

To apply for the 2019 Young Diplomats Tour, 
head to unyouth.org.au/ydt.

Seeking Sponsorship

We encourage you to  seek 
sponsorship in order to support the costs of the 
project. 

We will provide a detailed sponsorship 
guide, as well as support and coaching, to 
aid delegates in seeking individual financial 
support for their tour fees. 

These packages will not only provide a 
basis for you to pitch to the entities from 
which you seek assistance, but also contain 
advice sourced from world leading financial 
institutions in how effective sponsorship pitches 
are made. Delegates on past tours have had 
great success with finding partial or complete 
sponsorship. 

You’ll also run fundraising with your fellow 
delegates after the trip to ensure that your help 
in the community remains sustainable. 

If cost presents a barrier to your participation in 
YDT please do not hesitate to contact Jennifer 
at jennifer.horton@unyouth.org.au.



YOUNG AUSTRALIANS LEADING GLOBAL 
CHANGE


