
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0

B E Y O N D  T H E  H E A D L I N E S

MIDDLE EAST 
EXPERIENCE



M I D D L E  E A S T E R N  E X P E R I E N C E  2 0 2 0

FROM THE CONVENER
In January 2020 UN Youth Australia will be taking 16 inquisitive students to the Middle East to explore 

themes of nationalism, religion and statehood in some of the most exciting and spectacular parts of the 

world. This life changing experience will include a combination of interactive workshops, sightseeing, 

museums and cultural activities alongside consultations with a wide variety of groups from politicians to 

NGOs. This intense 20-day experience is designed to provide students with both the access to learn a 

huge amount from people living in this region of the world, whilst also enabling them to ask difficult 

questions and formulate their own opinions on some of the biggest political crisis in both modern and 

historical times.

 

My name is Ebony, and I am the convenor of the Middle East Experience 2020. I am joined by an 

extraordinary team of leaders – Sean, Maneesha, and Tiana – and we have been working on this for many 

months and are just so excited to share this program with you. 

 

The theme of the tour is Nationalism, Religion and the State. The tour will visit both Israel and Jordan and 

throughout these locations we will discuss the roles of these key factors in crisis such as the Israel - 

Palestine conflict. We will look at how Australia interacts with the region and what role we play in the 

greater international community.
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ABOUT US

UN Youth Australia is an incredible youth run volunteer organisation that aims to education and empower 

young people on global issues. As an organisation we place a high value on the voices of young people 

and through a variety of different programs we encourage students to learn about various crisis, conflicts 

and problems before strengthening their abilities to discuss and debate solutions with their peers. 

 

We equip generations of young leaders with the skills and inspiration to make global change on complex 

issues. 

 

About UN Youth Australia

Sixteen high school students from across Australia will be selected to attend the Middle East Experience 

2020. Travelling throughout Israel and Jordan the students will have a unique opportunity to interact with 

the people and the place in a way that would be impossible otherwise. We are partnering with Intrepid for 

this adventure, as they can support us through their extensive team of local guides and provide additional 

safety for our group.

From January 3rd - 22nd, 2020 students will travel from Australia to Amman, Beit Shean, Nazareth,  Tel 

Aviv, Jerusalem, Wadi Rum and Petra to learn about the role of religion and politics in these places, as well 

as immersing themselves in the cultures of such a diverse region.

About the tour
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The theme of the Middle East Experience 2020 is Nationalism, religion and the State. The Middle East has 

a tumultuous past and present that is constantly evolving, being shaped and shaping the modern world 

of international relations. It is complex, and the relevant history for the region stretches back thousands 

of years. As a group we will meet with people living in the region now, we will visit historical sights of the 

past and we will engage in conversations in a way that hopes to give us some small insight into the 

future. 

 

It is the conversations we will be fortunate enough to have with such a variety of groups that will be what 

sets this trip aside from any other style of travel. In no other circumstances would it be possible to travel 

these parts of the world with so many other engaged young future leaders, being able to ask the tricky 

questions and learn in such a meaningful way. This informative experience is a once in a lifetime 

opportunity to absorb the rich and complicated context and issues of this part of the world, as well as 

seeing what exactly we can do as young leaders to influence the future of this region both at home and 

internationally. 

 

Our educational narrative will track from the collapse of the Ottoman Empire through to modern times, 

looking at how different methods of governance and styles of leadership have shaped the region. We will 

look at how international intervention has influenced nationalism, and the different role religion has in 

Israeli and Jordanian societies in comparison with Australia. 

 

Furthermore, we hope to look at how international recognition of states plays into political actions 

varying from individual nations choices to movements made by international organisations like the United 

Nations.

NATIONALISM, RELIGION AND 
THE STATE
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We are really thrilled to present this itinerary to you. Many hours have been put into making sure the tour 

be educationally beneficial, the locations spectacular and most importantly abiding by strict safety 

standards. We understand safety is a primary concern for anyone looking into this tour, so we would like 

to preface the itinerary with the clarification that all places we will travel to must be below a DFAT level 3 

safety rating. These ratings can be found here:  https://smartraveller.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx, and 

have been set by the Australian government.  This itinerary has been designed around these standards, 

and if a location’s rating was to increase steps would be taken to make sure that at no point we would 

enter these zones. 

 

 

Students will meet in Sydney throughout the day. This day will be largely meeting everyone (and 

grabbing last minute things they forgot!) and relaxing before the following days flights. We will all be 

staying together in central accommodation. 

 

 

Day in Sydney before the flight. We will be getting to Sydney airport with plenty of time to spare and 

boarding our flight to Amman, Jordan.

January 3 - Meet the team

January 4 - Trains, planes and automobiles.

PLANNED ITINERARY

We will land in Amman, Jordan and make our way to Beit Shean. We will be getting a private bus and 

travelling to the Sheikh Hussein border crossing before continuing on to Beit Shean, Israel. This day will 

largely be a travelling day, however there is plenty to do in Beit Shean for those not suffering from jet lag.

January 5 - Amman

 

January 8 & 9, Nazareth - Tel Aviv

The national park in Beit Shean has some of the most incredible ruins in the world. We will start the tour 

here and begin our educational narrative discussing the origins of the Middle East. We will then drive to 

the Sea of Galilee, where Jesus is said to have spent most of his ministry. We will stop in the nearby town 

of Capernaum before driving to Nazareth in the evening.

January 6 - Beit Shean

 

Consultations are a crucial part of the tour and we aim to meet with many groups, such as the Arab 

Association for Human Rights, in this city.

January 7 - Nazareth

After breakfast we will travel to the coast where we will visit Haifa, a booming and very beautiful city. 

From there we will travel on to Caesarea, which served as the capital of Israel during the Roman and 

Byzantine eras. In the afternoon we will continue on to Tel Aviv where we will be staying for the following 

days. In Tel Aviv we will take a tour of the city of Jaffa, including a visit to old markets, the Church of St 

Peter and the modern artist centre and port. We will aim to meet with Breaking the Silence and the 

Australian Deputy Ambassador to Israel throughout our stay.
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Planned Itinerary continued...

January 10, 11, 12 & 13 - Tel Aviv - Jerusalem

Today we will make the drive to Jerusalem. Whilst in Jerusalem we will visit Mount of Olives and the 

Garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus is said to have prayed and accepted his betrayal while his disciples 

slept. We will see the Church of All Nations, which holds a section of bedrock where Jesus supposedly 

prayed. We will also be fortunate enough to visit the organisation 'Hand in Hand'. Hand in Hand is 

building integration and equality in Israel through a growing network of Jewish-Arab public schools and 

shared communities. In six locations across the country, thousands of Arab and Jewish students, 

teachers, and families come together every day in multicultural, bilingual classrooms, and integrated 

communities. Hand in Hand is transforming fear and mistrust into friendship and cooperation. We will also 

aim to meet with Israeli Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories and the International 

Committee for the Red Cross.

January 14, 15, 16 & 17 - Wadi Rum & Petra

We will travel to a campsite in Wadi Rum to visit the incredible Petra. We will get to ride camels, travel in 

cool jeeps and see the beautiful sights of Petra. On the way to Petra we will visit some awesome rock 

formations and soak up the beauty of the desert landscape. Guides will take us through Petra where we 

will explore the old Roman road, amphitheatre and several old tombs as well as the Monastery. We will be 

staying in a desert camp, experiencing sunrises and sunsets and of course take some spectacular photos. 

The drive back to Amman will be full of exciting stops such as Shobak and Dana Village.

January 18, 19, 20 & 21 - Amman

We will wrap up the tour with many consultations and relevant activities in Amman. We will be meeting 

with organisations like the Red Cross Amman, the United Nations, Collateral Repair Project and I Dare for 

Sustainable Development. The final days will be focusing on consolidating the experience, as well as 

visiting the Dead Sea for a swim and some more great photos.

January 22

The tour is over! We begin our flights home.

Notes on border crossings

There are three border crossings between Jordan and Israel; The Sheikh Hussein (North), Allenby Bridge 

Crossing (centre) and the Arava Border Crossing (South). At time of writing, the North and South border 

crossings are the only entry/exit points that are safe enough for us to use. This is obviously something we 

will closely monitor, however at this stage we are confident in these crossings. The centre, Allenby Bridge 

Crossing, travels through the Palestinian territories and has a DFAT level 3 safety rating (reconsider need 

to travel). This is why our itinerary takes the directions that it does, with a large loop to get through the 

two countries rather than cutting through what would be the shortest distances. All border crossings will 

be accompanied by local guides who will support us in this process. 

 

Furthermore, currently at border crossings there is an option to get passports stamped on a detachable 

sheet rather than marking the passport. Difficulties can arise for those planning to travel to Iran, Kuwait, 

Lebanon, Libya, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen after travelling to Israel, and so we will insist on 

this option so as not to impact students potential future travel plans. If you have any questions or would 

like to know more please contact Ebony.
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In 2014 Ebony’s mother packed her bags and dropped her at the doors of her very 
first UN Youth event, State Conference, with a wave and a “don’t worry, you’ll love 
it”. She wasn’t wrong, and since then Ebony has thrown herself into any and every 
UN Youth event possible. Ebony took a delegation of students to Europe in 2017 for 
the Young Diplomats Tour and through this discovered the power of this organisa- 
tions international activities and has been hooked ever since. 
 
After dabbling in an international relations degree, Ebony finally realised her passion 
for the Middle East and is now studying a Bachelor of Middle East and Central Asian 
Studies at the Australian National University. When Ebony is not travelling she is 
generally reading a book on the Middle East, some obscure fiction novel, planning 
her next travels, or spending time with family and friends. Ebony Green

Sean is a writer, performer and political science student from Brisbane. He has 
been involved with UN Youth since 2014, and recently helped lead the American 
Political Tour delegation in 2018. 
 
He has a passion for language, politics and the arts, and has a minor obsession 
with the West Wing. Sean’s biggest pet peeves are slow walkers and people who 
put milk in before the teabag. Sean has a surprising interest in public transport 
and urban development, along with environmental sustainability and political 
engagement. 
 
 

Sean McCarthy

Convener

Deputy Convener

Tiana Sixsmith
Deputy Convener

Hailing from a little place called Swan Hill, Tiana is an avid musician, writer and 
international relations student at Monash University. Having been in love with UN 
Youth Australia since her time as a delegate at National Conference 2017, Tiana is 
eagerly looking forward to sharing her passions for politics, history and culture 
with delegates. 
 
When not studying or working, Tiana can usually be found with her nose in a book, 
a Netflix doco-series or eating more peanut butter than is generally recommended. 
She’s a lover of obscure bands, obscure podcasts and engaging with young people 
to talk about big issues. She cannot wait to take delegates on a life-changing and 
eye-opening experience across the Middle East.

Maneesha Gopalan
Deputy Convener

Maneesha is super excited to be setting off to the Middle East for this life-
changing, awe-inspiring adventure. 
 
She is in her fourth year of a Law and International Studies degree at the 
University of New South Wales, majoring in International Relations. When not in 
the university library or working, you’ll find Maneesha watching conspiracy 
theories, planning her next travels or procrastibaking.
 
 

ABOUT YOUR FACILITATORS
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UN Youth Australia and the MEE volunteer team place a priority on safety and take welfare incredibly 

seriously. Each UN Youth Australia Facilitator will possess an Apply First Aid Certificate (formerly Senior 

First Aid) and a Mental Health First Aid Certificate. 

 

UN Youth Australia has a comprehensive Federal Welfare Policy, which we will ensure is complied with in 

the lead up to, throughout and after MEE 2020. Our priority is ensuring that all participants are safe, 

respected, and happy and enjoy the project as much as possible. 

 

It is a requirement that all delegates agree to and complete the delegate code of conduct and first aid 

consent form as part of their online application. Also included in the application are the Welfare 

Arbitration Procedures that we use in the event of a breach of the Welfare Policy. The welfare policies are 

designed to ensure that both facilitators and delegates have the best possible time on the Middle East 

Experience, that we all stay healthy and able to enjoy ourselves to the greatest possible extent. It is 

crucially important that you understand your rights and responsibilities as per the Welfare Policy – if you 

or your parents have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us. 

 

The full UN Youth Australia Welfare policies are available in the application form, and it is a requirement 

that you read them. 

 

It is important that all welfare information is disclosed to us so that we can arrange things and ensure that 

the facilitator team is able to assist everyone in having a positive experience on the tour. In order to 

ensure that we can maximise your safety, enjoyment and participation in the event, you will be required 

to submit a Welfare Management Plan, if you identify as having a serious health condition (including all 

chronic illnesses, mental health conditions for which you are taking medication, and any injury or 

disability that limits your full participation in Conference events). Your Welfare Management Plan must be 

written by a medical professional – typically your GP. We will contact any delegates whom we believe 

this applies to about creating a Welfare Management Plan as part of the confirmation process.

WELFARE POLICIES
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We understand that cost is a considerable factor for applicants for this program. We have aimed to keep 

the cost as low as possible, however this part of the world is expensive to travel to and we have ensured 

that accomodation, guides, insurance etc are of a high standard. The cost of the Middle East Experience 

is estimated to be $8250 AUD.

 

It is important to note that this cost is an estimate; the leadership team will continue to explore 

opportunities for minimising costs, and changes may also be made depending on unforeseen 

circumstances. This tour cost will be paid in several installments in the lead up to departure in January 

2020.

 

Along with this, the facilitation team is determined to assist all students in seeking private sponsorship for 

this event. Many students have received generous amounts of financial support for tours in the past and 

we are committed to ensuring that the financial burden of such a tour should not limit applicants. We will 

provide a detailed sponsorship guide, as well as support and coaching, to aid delegates in seeking 

individual financial support for their tour fees. These packages will not only provide a basis for you to 

pitch to the entities from which you seek assistance, but also contain advice sourced from world leading 

financial institutions in how effective sponsorship pitches are made.

If cost presents a barrier to your participation in MEE please do not hesitate to contact Ebony at 

ebony.green@unyouth.org.au.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will also need to bring additional money to cover some meals on the tour, as well as souvenirs, 

personal items and snack food.

COST & PAYMENT SCHEDULES

The price includes:
Extensive travel insurance. It is worth noting that the insurance we are getting is more expensive than 

other tours due to the region we are travelling to, as well as the coverage we will receive. We will be 

insured by Covermore, with 0 excess and a $7,000 cancellation coverage. Additionally we will have 

Crisis cover support, meaning that in the unlikely event of a terrorist situation we would be evacuated 

immediately supported by the 24/7 team at Covermore.

International and domestic transport (flights, busses, airport transfers, etc)

All accommodation

All scheduled activities

Visas

Most meals (breakfasts and dinners most days, students will need to bring some money for lunches 

and occasional other meals)
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The application process consists of three stages: 

    1. Your initial online application

    2. A second round written application (this can be a voice recording equivalent)

    3. A third round interview. 

 

If any of these stages of application should prove inaccessible to you please contact us so we can adjust 

our interviewing process so as to cater to your needs. 

 

Should you have any further questions about the tour or the application process, please don’t hesitate to 

contact Ebony Green, the tour Convenor, at Ebony.green@unyouth.org.au. We look forward to reading 

your application! 

 

To apply for the January 2020 Middle East Experience, head to https://unyouth.org.au/event/middle-

east-experience/

APPLICATIONS


