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From the Convenor

Hey there!

In 2019 UN Youth Australia in offering an exciting new opportunity to explore one of the fastest 
growing regions of the world. Next January we’ll be taking 16 young leaders from across Australia 
on a three week tour of East Asia to explore the shifting economic, cultural and political paradigms 
in the 21st Century. 

Over three weeks and three countries, you’ll meet and engage with key players in this emerging 
region - from multinational businesses, politicians, embassies, leading thinkers, artists, NGOs and 
grassroots organisations. You’ll visit breathtaking historical sites and immerse yourself in everything 
East Asia has to offer.

The theme of the tour is shifting paradigms in the a globalised world. We’ll be exploring places, 
people and forces that are shaping our present and changing our futures. Starting in Japan we 
look at how culture is shaped through the interaction of the state with the world. Moving through 
South Korea we will explore the geopolitical implications of opposing ideologies. The tour will end 
in China, where we will look at how these ideologies combine with economics to produce the fast-
est growing region we have ever seen.  

How did Japan reinvent itself after the Second World War? What is the impact of unequal growth 
within the region? What has allowed for the rapid economic expansion that we see in China today? 
Where is this region headed and what is Australia’s place in Asia? These are just some of the big 
questions we will tackle on the tour. 

This pack will give you an overview of the trip and provide a range of information you may need 
before you applying for the Emerging Leaders Program. You will find some information on the tour 
itinerary, cost, outcomes and some of the policies we have in place to ensure that UN Youth Aus-
tralia’s sector leading safety expectations are met.

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to get in contact with me at zoe.stawyskyj@un-
youth.org.au

Zoe Stawyskyj
Convenor 



About Us
About UN Youth Australia

UN Youth Australia is a national youth-led 
charity, coordinated entirely by young volunteers 
aged 15-24. We are dedicated to educating 
young people about international relations, 
providing an avenue for the expression of youth 
opinion and empowering young people to 
engage with society.

Through its eight divisions in each state and 
territory, UN Youth Australia 
provides an impressive array of events each 
year for secondary and tertiary 
students centred around global affairs.

We believe in the value of peer-to-peer 
education and have been insipring young 
students for decades to become engaged with 
the world around them.

For more information on UN Youth, please visit 
our website at www.unyouth.org.au.

About the Tour

Sixteen high school students from across 
Australia will be selected to attend the Emerging 
Leaders Program 2019. Travelling throughout 
3 East Asian countries, students will have 
the opportunity to immerse themselves in the 
economic, cultural and political paradigms of 
East Asia. 

In the first three weeks of January students will 
travel throughout Japan, South Korea and China  
exploring the region’s history and some of the 
most significant issues facing the international 
community. 

The program will also consist of guided 
research tasks before the tour and will culminate 
in activities reflecting on the tour after its 
completion.



Shifting Paradigms in a Globalised World

The theme of the 2019 Emerging Leaders Program is Shifting Paradigms in a Globalised World.

We’ll be exploring the economics, politics and culture that is shaping this emerging region and how 
this region is in turn shaping the world in the 21st Century. 

Starting in Japan we will be exploring how culture and cultural shifts have shaped a nation and 
how these changes were both influenced by the interactions between Japan and other nations and 
how they in turn shape Japan’s interaction with the world. Moving through South Korea, we will 
explore the political impact of globalisation in a world of competing political ideologies. Ending in 
China we will explore the way in which these ideologies interact with growth and with economies. 
Finally you will explore your own and Australia’s role in the rise of East Asia.

By meeting with politicians, artists, think-tanks, and activists, you’ll have the chance to engage 
with nations and the world in a new way. These key players are working within an evolving system 
bringing about an entirely new world, giving you the opportunity to learn about the new and 
emerging realities of globalisation in the 21st century. 

The tour will also include a series of interactive workshops designed by UN Youth Australia that 
will aid your understanding of the landmarks, sites, and topics being explored, and enable you to 
develop your own perspective through discussion with the other students. By considering complex 
international issues as a group, you’ll be treated to an educational experience far more in-depth 
than simply reading up on a topic. 

Finally, this tour will be an incredibly exciting and fun experience. UN Youth understands the social 
and emotional needs of young people, and we create an environment where students can learn 
and grow in a safe and supported manner.

Expect to have a trip that will change your life and you won’t be disappointed! 



Planned Itinerary

Japan (Tokyo, Kyoto) - Soft Power 
and Historical Tensions 

In Japan we will be exploring the two periods 
of rapid globalisation experienced in Japan 
during the Meiji Restoration and post-
1945. Each of these periods provide clear 
examples of the ways Japan, like many Asian 
countries, have been acted upon and acted 
on globalisation to their distinct advantage 
and disadvantage. By particularly considering 
Japanese cultural policy post-1945 we aim to 
consider Japan’s successful use of soft power 
to shift international opinion in their favour. Our 
study of Japan will be focusing on the cultural 
shifts and how this has been impacted by and 
in turn impacted Japan’s relationship with the 
world. We will be exploring cultural practices 
like hot springs and tea ceremonies as well as 
exploring the world or anime, businesses and 
politics.

South Korea (Seoul) - Drawing 
Lines in a Globalised World

South Korea has doubtlessly been impacted 
by its relationship with Japan and starting 
from this point we will branch out in a study 
of politics in a globalised world. Here we will 
consider the ways that Korea has grappled 
with globalisation, particularly in relation to 
the geopolitical impacts of its relations with 
China and Japan. The examination of the two 
Koreas provides an excellent comparison of 
the unequal rise of globalisation, and how the 
DPRK has challenged the politics of the region. 

We will also examine the influence of the West 
on South Korea, and the social impact that 
American militarisation has on the cultural 
centre of Korea. A visit to the demilitarised 
zone and discussions with politicians will bring 
this topic to life in a way that never could be 
done without travelling through this region. 

China (Shanghai, Beijing) - 
The Realities of East Asian 
Globalisation

In China we will examine the realities of 
globalisation in East Asia and the specific 
process through which China globalised and 
is continuing to be a globalising world power. 
Through the Chinese Civil War, the Cultural 
Revolution, and the communist takeover of 
China we see a great cultural and political 
shift that ultimately leads to rapid economic 
expansion. The global opening of China to 
the rest of Asia and the West has influenced 
not only the internal and foreign politics, but 
the politics of the world. Considering that 
China has now “Risen”, we will examine the 
impact this has on the global stage and what 
the future holds with China in such economic 
and political control. Visiting the Great Wall of 
China will allow us to discuss consultations 
with think tanks and artists on the backdrop of 
understanding an emerging nation that has a 
long history of incredible regional and global 
power. 



Welfare Policies

UN Youth Australia and the ELP volunteer team 
place a priority on safety and take welfare 
incredibly seriously. 

Each UN Youth Australia Facilitator will 
possess an Apply First Aid Certificate (formerly 
Senior First Aid) and a Mental Health First Aid 
Certificate. 
 
UN Youth Australia has a comprehensive 
Federal Welfare Policy, which we will ensure is 
complied with in the lead up to, throughout and 
after ELP 2019. Our priority is ensuring that 
you are safe, respected, and happy and enjoy 
the project as much as possible. 

It is a requirement that all delegates agree to 
and complete the delegate code of conduct 
and first aid consent form as part of their online 
application. 

Also included in the application are the Welfare 
Arbitration Procedures that we use in the event 
of a breach of the Welfare Policy. 

The welfare policies are designed to ensure 
that both facilitators and delegates have the 
best possible time on the Emerging Leaders 
Program, that we all stay healthy and able to 
enjoy ourselves to the greatest possible extent. 

It is crucially important that you understand 
your rights and responsibilities as per the 
Welfare Policy – if you or your parents have 
any questions, do not hesitate to contact us. 

The full UN Youth Australia Welfare policies 
are available in the application form, and it is a 
requirement that you read them.

It is important that all welfare information is 
disclosed to us so that we can arrange things 
and ensure that the facilitator team is able to 
assist everyone in having a positive experience 
on the tour.

In order to ensure that we can maximise your 
safety, enjoyment and participation in the 
event, you will be required to submit a Welfare 
Management Plan, if you identify as having a 
serious health condition (including all chronic 
illnesses, mental health conditions for which 
you are taking medication, and any injury or 
disability that limits your full participation in 
Conference events). 

Your Welfare Management Plan must be 
written by a medical professional – typically 
your GP. We will contact any delegates whom 
we believe this applies to about creating a 
Welfare Management Plan as part of the 
confirmation process.



Cost and Payment Schedules

The cost of The Emerging Leaders Program in 
2019 is estimated to be $5000 AUD. 

It is important to note that this cost is an 
estimate; the leadership team will continue 
to explore opportunities for minimising costs, 
and changes may also be made depending on 
unforeseen circumstances. This tour cost will 
be paid in several installments in the lead up to 
departure in January 2019.

The prices includes:
- All flights
- All ground transport
- All accommodation
- All scheduled activities
- Comprehensive travel insurance
- Most meals

You will also need to bring additional money 
to cover some meals on the tour, as well as 
souvenirs, personal items and snack food.

The application process consists of three 
stages: your initial online application, a second 
round written application, and a third round 
interview. 

Should you have any further questions about 
the tour or the application process, please 
don’t hesitate to contact Zoe Stawyskyj, the 
tour Convenor, at zoe.stawyskyj@unyouth.org.
au.We look forward to reading your application! 

To apply for the 2019 Emerging Leaders 
Program, head to unyouth.org.au/elp.

Seeking Sponsorship

We encourage you to  seek 
sponsorship in order to support the costs of the 
project. 

We will provide a detailed sponsorship 
guide, as well as support and coaching, to 
aid delegates in seeking individual financial 
support for their tour fees. 

These packages will not only provide a 
basis for you to pitch to the entities from 
which you seek assistance, but also contain 
advice sourced from world leading financial 
institutions in how effective sponsorship pitches 
are made. Delegates on past tours have had 
great success with finding partial or complete 
sponsorship. 

You’ll also run fundraising with your fellow 
delegates after the trip to ensure that your help 
in the community remains sustainable. 

If cost presents a barrier to your participation in 
the Emerging Leaders Program
please do not hesitate to contact Zoe at zoe.
stawyskyj@unyouth.org.au.



YOUNG AUSTRALIANS LEADING GLOBAL 
CHANGE


