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What is State
Conference?
Registration for NSW State Conference
2018 is now open!
On 23-25 March 2018, more than 200
students from across the state will meet at
The Collaroy Centre and take part in the
global conversation. You’ll learn about
leadership, diplomacy and advocacy. You
will connect with issues that baffle the
leaders of today and shape our national
discourse. Perhaps most importantly, you
will form friendships with a diverse array of
students from all around NSW and become
inspired to deliver change in your local
communities, and eventually the world.

through workshops, listening to and
questioning guest speakers , and tackling a
simulated crisis in an Interactive Problem
Solving activity. Wind down afterwards at the
trivia night, and get your boogie on at our
disco!
The final day of the conference is your
chance to emulate a member state of the
United Nations in Model UN debates held at
the University of Sydney. Get into a diplomat’s
shoes for a day and do your best to pass
resolutions that will benefit the global
community and align with your national
interests – not always an easy task.

Power, Diplomacy and Influence

Event Details

What does it mean to be influential? How
does influence take place, from grassroots
activism to the halls of the UN? What is the
role of diplomacy and soft power? And how
do people, organisations and governments
use various types of power to shape political
and social narratives?

When: Friday 23 March 2018 – Sunday, 25
March 2018
Where: The Collaroy Centre, 22 Homestead
Avenue, Collaroy NSW 2097
Who: Students in years 9 to 12

Over the course of the weekend we’ll be
exploring these questions and more to
consider what the changing face of
diplomacy means for global politics in the
decades to come.
What’s Involved?
State Conference spans across three days,
giving you a chance to meet friends from all
across NSW.
Delegates (that’s you!) will spend the first
day of the conference meeting each other
and getting ready to have some complex
discussions. The second day centres around
understanding and discussing the issue

State Conference is an event for anyone with
an interest in international affairs. It’s a
chance for you to meet like-minded peers and
share your thoughts on issues affecting the
global community. By the time you leave, we
guarantee you’ll be better aware of what goes
on in the world around you and more
importantly about the role you can play in
shaping its future. Before registering please
read the Conditions of Participation and Code
of Conduct.
A draft itinerary will be available soon.
Need more info?
Get in contact with our conference convenor
Latifa Tasipale at
latifa.tasipale@unyouth.org.au

“We need a surge
in diplomacy for
peace ... I believe
prevention must be
not only a priority,
but the priority of
everything we do.”
- António Guterres
UN Secretary General

From the Convenor
Delegates, teachers, parents and guardians,
My name is Latifa Tasipale and I am the
Convener of State Conference NSW for 2018.
I attended my first ever State Conference back
in 2012, and it’s an understatement to say that
the conference was life changing. I was
exposed to issues I’d never confronted before,
met inspiring youth from across the state, and
was given a platform to engage in complex
global issues. It is an absolute privilege to be
back again for my seventh State Conference as
the conference convener.
State Conference empowers young people. It
gives youth an opportunity to engage with the
most complex political, social and economic
issues through a weekend of workshops,
speaker panels and UN simulations. In a world
in which young voices are often undervalued,
State Conference provides students with a
forum for discussion.
During the conference, our facilitator team will
work with the 200 delegates to foster learning,
inspire critical thinking, and moderate
discussion. Whilst we guarantee that students
will leave the conference having learned a lot
from our educational materials, we also know
that the most enriching learning comes from the
students themselves. As such, our facilitators
do not serve to push political agendas or
opinions; we are simply here to educate, ask
questions, and listen. Because young people
have the answers, and at UN Youth NSW, we
take that seriously.
In addition to our fantastic facilitator team, we
also have a team of trained welfare officers who
are tasked with looking after our delegates’
wellbeing for the weekend. Our welfare officers
have first aid and mental health first aid

qualifications, and are committed to
ensuring that all delegates have an
enjoyable conference. We are striving to
make the event as accessible as possible.
Finally, this year’s theme for State
Conference is Power, Diplomacy and
Influence. Over the duration of the
conference, we will be addressing
everything from state power, to the influence
of media and social movements. On the
final day of conference, students will be able
to put their diplomatic skill to the test in a full
day of UN simulations. It is incredible to see
delegates grow from the beginning to the
end of conference, and I cannot wait to
meet our delegates and watch them shine.
If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me. I hope to see you
at State Conference 2018!

Latifa Tasipale, UN Youth NSW State
Conference Convenor 2018

“There is
nothing fast
or easy
about
diplomacy.
I have no
illusions
about that.”
- Hillary Clinton

FAQs
How old do I have to be to attend?
The event is open to all high school
students in Years 9-12.
How much does the conference cost?
The cost of registration is $260. This cost
covers everything, from accomodation, to
food, transport, and educational materials.
For an additional $25, you can also
purchase a UN Youth t-shirt.
What are some ways to get sponsors?
We encourage students to seek support
from their local councils, members of
parliament and Lions/Rotary clubs for
support. These organisations and
individuals are often very generous in
donations to young people positively
influencing the community, and we
recommend sending a letter/email to the
previously mentioned entities. The earlier
you start trying to secure sponsors, the
better your chances of sponsorship are.
Do I need my school’s permission to
register?
Nope! We ask that you provide a contact
from your school, but you are registering for
the event independently from your school.
I don’t know anything about the UN!
That’s absolutely fine! State Conference is
an incredibly supportive and safe learning
environment, so you shouldn’t feel
discouraged. Everyone has to start
somewhere!
I’ve never done Model UN before!
Again, that’s totally fine! Our facilitators will
guide you through and teach you the rules
of procedure as debate progresses. No
matter what your experience, we encourage
everyone to have a go.

Is it actually fun?
Of course it is! Amidst workshops and
debates, we also have a bunch of fun
social activities, including ice breakers,
trivia, and our disco on Saturday night.
Check out our Facebook page to see pics
from previous conferences: https://
www.facebook.com/UNYouthNSW/
What are your general welfare
policies?
Our welfare team will go through the
welfare policy thoroughly at the
conference’s opening ceremony. In a
nutshell, our welfare policy promotes
inclusion and harmony, and hence we do
not allow discrimination or harassment of
any kind. We also strictly prohibit the
consumption or possession of any drugs
or alcohol at State Conference (with the
exception of prescription medication
required for delegates with medical
conditions). We take these elements of
our welfare policy very seriously, and will
go above and beyond to cater to any
medical conditions or other health
requirements.
I’ve registered and entered my country
and committee preferences. When will
I find out what I’ve been allocated?
Emails will be sent three weeks prior to
the conference detailing country and
committee allocations. It will also include
a handbook, which will contain an
itinerary, packing list, and other relevant
information.
When do registrations close?
Registrations close on March 4! But get in
quick - positions are filling up fast.
Register here: https://unyouth.org.au/
event/nswconference/

“There must be, not a
balance of power, but a
community of power; not
organised rivalries, but an
organised peace.”
- Woodrow Wilson

Testimonials
“It's often you see people refer to events as lifechanging, but State Conference really was. The
friendships and memories that I'll take from my
time there will last me to infinity and beyond.”
Nicole Kagan, State Conference Attendee
“I loved state conference because it was a
chance to meet interesting people from all
across NSW, and to have fascinating
conversations.”
Jonty Katz, UN Youth Australia President
2017 & State Conference Veteran
“My first NSW Conference is where I found my
passion, my confidence, and my voice. It was
an honour to come full circle and organise it 6
years later. Meeting 200 like minded people at
this conference is an amazing experience
unlike any other - don’t miss out.”
Mena Basaly, State Conference Convener
2017 & UN Youth NSW President 2016
“I was dragged along by some friends to State
conference in Year 11 not really expecting a lot
and thinking it sounded a bit ehh. What I found
was a tonne of cool, chilled out people from all
across NSW, interesting discussion and
debate, and new friends that are now some of
my closest. Come to State Conf 2018!!”
Jacob Klisser, State Conference Facilitator
“I love state conference because I get to make
new friends whilst learning things I wouldn't
normally learn at school! My favourite part is all
the workshops throughout the day!”
Angela Tung, State Conference Facilitator

Register now:
https://unyouth.org.au/event/nswconference/

This is your chance.
What are you waiting for?

opeNiNg YouNg eYeS to the world

