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From the Convenor

Hey there!

My name is Karen, and I am the Convenor of UN Youth Australia’s inaugural American Political 
Tour.  I must say that I feel incredibly lucky to be given the opportunity to lead this tour, particu-
larly with the current political climate of North America, alongside my incredible friends and team, 
Laura, Farouk, and Sean.

In January 2018,  we will be leading sixteen amazing young leaders from across the country to 
experience the polarised nature of politics in North America. Over three weeks, we will be looking 
into the interaction between local, state, and federal politics to understand how a state can be 
identified as either a Democrat or Republican stronghold. We will also be examining how de-
mographics of a place and the treatment of contentious issues by decision makers can affect a 
voter.

My team and I are currently planning an incredible adventure for you. You will join us in meeting 
and engaging with NGOs, think-tanks, and members of Congress. Through meeting and interact-
ing with some of the most influential organisations and their people, we hope to challenge your 
preconceived ideas of American democracy and inspire you to make change in your own way.

We will help you to unpack and understand the intricacies of American politics through briefly 
looking into history and exploring the places, people, and forces that have shaped America as 
we know it. In each state, we will visit monuments, museums, and memorials to better understand 
how notable events in American history have led us to where we are now.

This information pack will provide you with some more information about the trip which will be 
useful prior to applying for the tour. You will find details on the itinerary, costs, and educational 
outcomes, as well as some information on our welfare procedures to ensure we keep everyone 
safe while we are away. As this tour is new and being planned as we speak, there are some de-
tails that will be subject to change.

If you have any questions at all, please don’t hesitate to contact me at karen.du@unyouth.org.au.

In Solidarity,

Karen Du
Convenor



About Us
About UN Youth Australia

UN Youth Australia is a national youth-
led charity, coordinated entirely by 
young volunteers aged 15-24. We are 
dedicated to educating young people 
about international relations, providing 
an avenue for the expression of youth 
opinion and empowering young people 
to engage with society.

Through its eight divisions in each state 
and territory, UN Youth Australia 
provides an impressive array of events 
each year for secondary and tertiary 
students centred around global affairs.

We believe in the value of peer-to-peer 
education and have been insipring 
young students for decades to become 
engaged with the world around them.

For more information on UN Youth, 
please visit our website at www.unyouth.
org.au.

About the Tour

Sixteen high school students from 
across Australia will be selected to at-
tend the inaugural American Political 
Tour in 2018. Travelling across four 
states in North America, students will 
have the opportunity to experience the 
polarising nature of domestic politics in 
the US.

From 31 December - 24 January, stu-
dents will travel to California, Louisiana, 
Washington DC, and New York City to 
learn about how the demographics of a 
place can influence the political leanings 
of each state.



A Shifting Democracy

The theme of the 2018 American Political Tour is ‘A Shifting Democracy’.

On this tour, we will be exploring how the definition of democracy in America has 
changed across the last few administrations. Across the six cities we visit, we will 
be discussing the importance of demographics, and their influence on local deci-
sion making. From this, we will be understanding how states in the US can become 
a Democrat or Republican stronghold. Our ultimate goal is to understand why poli-
tics in the US has often been described as polarising.

We will be taking an in-depth look into the intricacies of the American political sys-
tem, comparing aspects of American democracy to the democracy we have in 
Australia. We will visit museums and national monuments to engage with American 
history to understand why American politics is what it is. 

We will meet with politicians, diplomats, think-tanks, NGOs, and activists who are 
all currently interacting in a tumultuous time in American history. As well as attend-
ing consultations, we will be running a series of interactive, educational workshops 
designed by UN Youth Australia that will aid in your understanding of museums, 
national monuments, memorials, and consultations. 

These workshops are designed to challenge your opinions, and refine your ideas 
through discussions with other students. UN Youth Australia prides itself on under-
standing the social and emotional needs of young people, so we always strive to 
create experiences where students can learn and grow in a safe and supportive 
environment. 

In this pivotal moment in America and the world’s history, this tour will be an incred-
ibly exciting, rewarding, and fun experience. From UN Youth Australia, we are all 
so excited to be bringing to you the inaugural American Political Tour!



Planned Itinerary

30 - 31 December: Sydney
31 December - 4 January: San 
Francisco
4 - 7 January: Sacramento
7 - 10 January: New Orleans
10 - 16 January: Washington, DC
16 January: Philadelphia
17 - 24 January: New York City

California
We begin our tour in California, a 
Democrat stronghold. Visiting the 
capital of California, we will be learning 
about the influence of demographics 
and geography on local decision 
making. It is here that we will take an 
in-depth look into the devolution of state 
bureaucracy.

Louisiana
Our next stop is Louisiana, a 
Republican stronghold. We will be 
examining the demographics of this 
Southern state to understand how 
different stakeholders impact decision 
making. We will be discussing the 
effects of natural disasters, a strong 
LGBTIQ+ community, and segregation 
on local, state, and federal politics.

 

Washington, DC
We will be visiting the capital of the US, 
a place filled to the brim with museums, 
monuments, and governmental 
branches. Here, we will be consulting 
with key institutions that shape the 
contemporary America. 

Philadelphia
Politics and history are intertwined in US 
politics. We’ll be visiting the birthplace 
of the Constitution to understand why 
the two major parties in the US hold 
certain views.

New York City
We will have a chance to stay in 
the vibrant city that never sleeps. 
This melting pot of differing cultures 
will finalise our discussion on how 
demographics can change politics. It 
is here that we will be examining local, 
state, and federal politics, as well as the 
US’ place in international relations. 



The Convenor    How to Apply

Karen is currently in her final year of 
her double major of American Studies, 
and Government and International 
Relations. Her love for American 
Studies was accidentally found in her 
first year of university when she realised 
that America was strangely polarised 
when it came to politics.

It was her high school involvement 
with UN Youth that led her to study 
International Relations at university. One 
inspiring weekend at a Conference run 
by UN Youth has led her to convening 
the inaugural American Political Tour.

When she isn’t being taken on the 
emotional rollercoaster that is Hamilton: 
An American Musical, Karen can 
be found hiking in the wilderness, 
attempting to boil eggs, or taking long 
road trips.

If you’re as excited as we are to go on 
the American Political Tour, head over 
to https://unyouth.org.au/apt/ and follow 
the links to apply. 

Aspiring delegates will first submit 
an online written applications, which 
(if successful) will be followed by a 
long-form application and an interview 
process. 



Welfare Policies

At UN Youth, we are committed to 
ensuring that all participants at our 
events are safe and supported.

We have a comprehensive welfare 
policy that applies to all our events, 
including international activities; it can 
be found at unyouth.org.au/legal

All volunteers on our international 
activities have Senior First Aid training, 
and one facilitator on the trip will also 
have Mental Health First Aid training.

UN Youth Australia also prepares 
risk management plans for all of our 
international activites. 

It is important that all welfare 
information is disclosed to us so that 
we can arrange things and ensure 
that the facilitator team is able to 
assist everyone in having a positive 
experience on the tour.

In order to ensure that we can maximise 
your safety, enjoyment and participation 
in the event, you will be required to 
submit a Welfare Management Plan, 
if you identify as having a serious 
health condition (including all chronic 
illnesses, mental health conditions for 
which you are taking medication, and 
any injury or disability that limits your 
full participation in Conference events). 

Your Welfare Management Plan must 
be written by a medical professional 
– typically your GP. We will contact 
any delegates whom we believe this 
applies to about creating a Welfare 
Management Plan as part of the 
confirmation process.



Cost and Payment Schedules

The tour cost is estimated to be $6530 
AUD. It is important to note that this 
cost is an estimate; it may change 
depending on flight costs increasing or 
other unforeseen circumstances. 

This tour cost will be paid in several 
installments in the lead up to departure 
in January 2018. 

The prices includes:
- All flights (return from your nearest 
capital city to Sydney, flights to the US, 
and internal domestic US filghts)
- All accommodation
- All major ground transport (between 
states)
- All scheduled activities
- Comprehensive travel insurance
- US ESTA Visa Application fee
- Most meals

You will also need to bring additional 
money to cover some meals on the 
tour, as well as souvenirs and personal 
items. For this, we would recommend 
approximately $300 AUD. 

UN Youth Australia will also provide 
a detailed sponsorship guide to aid 
delegates in seeking individual financial 
support for their tour fees. 

At UN Youth Australia we strive to keep 
costs low and to help make our tours as 
accessible as possible for students.

If this cost will present a barrier to your 
possible attendance on the American 
Political Tour, please do not hesitate 
to contact the Convenor, Karen Du, at 
karen.du@unyouth.org.au. 

The default payment schedule is as 
follows, although adjustments and 
alternate payment plans can be made 
based on financial need:

27 July: $530 deposit (confirmation of 
your place on the delegation)
17 August: $2500
14 September: $2000
19 October: $1000
16 November: $500



young australians leading global change


