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FROM THE CONVENER
Hi There! 

 

My name is Dakoda and I am the Convenor of the 2020 American Political Tour. I am incredibly 

passionate about American culture, and am so excited to lead this tour of of the USA. The current 

political climate of the United States is incredibly complex, and myself, along with me team, Amy, 

Christian and Hiep are looking forward to going on this adventure.

 

In January 2020, we will be leading a group of sixteen teens from across Australia on a three week tour 

of the American Political System. We will be examining the interactions between the people, the media 

and the government in order to attempt to understand the complex relationships that exist, and how 

these groups work together in an era of democratic uncertainty. Over the tour, we will be exploring how 

the past and present of the United States interact, and how these impact the potential future of 

American Democracy. 

 

The team is currently planning so many exciting opportunities for you, including consultations and 

meetings with NGOs, government officials and politicians, the media, and people of influence. We hope 

that through meeting with these groups of people, your ideas and perceptions of how America’s political 

system operates will be challenged and changed. By developing an understanding of how these groups 

interact, we hope that you will come home within a more complex understanding of democracy, as well 

as insights into how ordinary people can contribute to democracy back at home. 

 

In each city we visit, we will also be exploring the culture of the area through food, a study of history and 

tours of the area. Museums, memorials and monuments will be instrumental in developing our 

understanding of how democracy has developed, and how the people in that area of America interact 

with the government. This goes hand in hand with developing an understanding of the history of 

American Democracy, and how it has developed over the course of history. 

 

This information pack will provide you with some information about the tour which will be useful in your 

consideration of, and the process of, applying. You will find information about the itinerary, educational 

outcomes, welfare and tour convenors. The tour, is, however, still in its planning stage, so some details 

are yet to come, and some are still subject to change. 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at dakoda.titmus@unyouth.org.au 

 

With excitement, 

 

Your Convener,

 Dakoda Titmus
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ABOUT US

UN Youth Australia is a not-for-profit, entirely youth-led organisation, coordinated entirely by young 

volunteers aged 15-24. We are dedicated to educating young people about international relations, human 

rights, and the United Nations, and empowering young people to become leaders in their communities 

and Australia.

 

Through its divisions in every state and territory across Australia, UN Youth Australia provides an 

impressive array of events each year centred around global affairs. We believe in the value of peer-to-

peer education and have been inspiring young students for decades to become engaged with the world 

around them. 

For more information on UN Youth, please visit our website at www.unyouth.org.au.

About UN Youth Australia

Sixteen high school students from across Australia will be selected to attend the 2020 American Political 

Tour. Travelling across multiple states in America, delegates will have the opportunity to explore the 

polarising nature of American Politics, and the relationship between citizens, the media and the 

government. 

 

From December 29th - February 2nd, delegates will explore how a range of cities engage in democracy, 

their historical significance, and their place in the future of American politics.

About the tour
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The theme of the 2020 American Political Tour is “A Shifting Democracy”. 

 

On this tour, we will be exploring how the nature of American Democracy has changed over the course of 

the past 300 years, starting at its inception, moving to modern society, and looking into the future. 

Across each of the cities we visit, we will be looking at how ordinary citizens participate in democracy, at 

a local, national and international level, as well as how their participation has changed over time.

 

We will be taking an in-depth look at the American political system, and considering how citizens, media 

and other countries engage with aspects of it. We will compare the American system to the Australian, 

and understand how the complexities of it impact the lives of American citizens. 

 

Excitingly, this tour will take place in an election year! We will meet with politicians, diplomats, NGOs and 

activists who are all operating within the current American system, and attempt to understand how they 

work within an election and within democracy as a whole. These consultations will be matched with a 

series of visits to significant sites and museums, as well as educational workshops and activities. By the 

end of the tour, delegates will have an in-depth understanding of the complexities of the American 

political system. 

 

The tour will also include a range of fun activities that will aim to introduce delegates to the cultural 

complexities of the USA, the diversity that exists within the population, and the potential challenges that 

exist in a country of such diverse and polarised people. 

 

In this pivotal and historical moment of American History, we look forward to these challenging, 

enlightening and exciting experiences.

A SHIFTING DEMOCRACY
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We will be meeting in Sydney for a day of getting to know each other, preparing ourselves and fun 

games. On the 29th we will be travelling to the airport and departing Sydney for Boston.

December 28 - 29: Meet the team

PLANNED ITINERARY

We will bask in the historical glory of how America became a nation, how and why democracy was 

created and the Revolutionary War. We will spend time considering the context of America’s constitution 

and Declaration of Independence, and endeavor to understand how this impacts the entirety of American 

history up until present and into the future.

December 29 - January 2: Boston

New York, New York. Here we understand how the media and ordinary people interact with American 

Democracy at a domestic and international level. Consultations, museums, cultural visits and lots of food 

will help us explore the interactions between these groups, and the polarised nature of American politics.

January 2 - 9: New York, New York

We will spend this week getting into the nitty gritty of American Politics. An exploration of the physical 

places that dictate American Law, as well as places of cultural and historical significance and memorials 

will help us understand how the government operates.

January 9 - 16: Washington D.C.

Across the other side of America, we will spend time considering how geographical location can change 

political discourse. We will also consider how the future of America’s democracy will be decided, and the 

significant factors that dictate this.

January 16 - 20: San Francisco

Into the heart of politics in California, we will endeavour to wrap all our historical, contextual, cultural and 

political information into one large concept and idea: what will America’s future look like

January 20 - February 2: Sacramento

How do we travel?
We will be travelling by plane between Sydney - Boston, Washington DC - San Francisco and Sacramento - 

Sydney. If you are travelling from interstate, you will also be flying in and out of Sydney, with the exception 

of the ACT, who will be catching a bus. Between the rest of the cities we will be travelling by bus as a group.
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MEET THE TEAM

Dakoda is studying a Bachelor of International Studies and a diploma of Languages. He majors in Peace 

and Conflict Studies, Political Science, French and Russian.

Dakoda first became involved in the organisation in 2013 when he attended a regional Evatt Round under 

UN Youth Tasmania. Since then he has become more heavily involved, participating in both UN Youth 

Tasmania and Queensland, as well as national and international UN Youth activities all as a delegate. In 

2018, he was the Queensland Evatt Convenor and Queensland Treasurer. In 2019, he convened the 

Queensland State Conference. He is currently serving as President of UN Youth Queensland.

Convener
Dakoda Titmus

Christian is currently at the ANU completing an Arts/Law double degree and is majoring in History. He is 

interested in pursuing postgraduate study in the US, preferably in politics. Christian loves to read, 

particularly about the history of politics and how governments and democracies evolve over time, and 

seeing the East Coast of America has long been a dream for him.

Deputy Convener
Christian Flynn

Amy is currently studying Law and Media (Communications and Journalism) at UNSW. She’s been 

involved in UN Youth since 2016 and loves how it engages young people with important social and 

political issues. Because she studies journalism, she’s very interested in the role the media plays in 

shaping public discourse and political discussion, which is something she’s excited to explore on APT.

Deputy Convener
Amy Warren

Hiep is currently in the middle of a teaching degree with hopes of finishing it soon. He is interested in 

educating young people in Maths and Physics. Hiep loves to talk about anything under the sun, with a 

particular interest in random facts and anything related to sport. When he isn’t reading about shifting 

democracies around the world, you’ll probably find him laughing on a camp or at one of his numerous 

part-time jobs.

Deputy Convener
Hiep Do
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UN Youth Australia and the APT volunteer team place a priority on safety and take welfare incredibly 

seriously. Each UN Youth Australia Facilitator will possess an Apply First Aid Certificate (formerly Senior 

First Aid) and a Mental Health First Aid Certificate. 

 

UN Youth Australia has a comprehensive Federal Welfare Policy, which we will ensure is complied with in 

the lead up to, throughout and after APT 2020. Our priority is ensuring that all participants are safe, 

respected, and happy and enjoy the project as much as possible. It is a requirement that all delegates 

agree to and complete the delegate code of conduct and first aid consent form as part of their online 

application. Also included in the application are the Welfare Arbitration Procedures that we use in the 

event of a breach of the Welfare Policy. The welfare policies are designed to ensure that both facilitators 

and delegates have the best possible time on the American Political Tour so that we all stay healthy and 

able to enjoy ourselves to the greatest possible extent. It is crucially important that you understand your 

rights and responsibilities as per the Welfare Policy – if you or your parents have any questions, do not 

hesitate to contact us. The full UN Youth Australia Welfare policies are available in the application form, 

and it is a requirement that you read them. 

 

It is important that all welfare information is disclosed to us so that we can arrange things and ensure that 

the facilitator team is able to assist everyone in having a positive experience on the tour. In order to 

ensure that we can maximise your safety, enjoyment and participation in the event, you will be required 

to submit a Welfare Management Plan, if you identify as having a serious health condition (including all 

chronic illnesses, mental health conditions for which you are taking medication, and any injury or 

disability that limits your full participation in Conference events). Your Welfare Management Plan must be 

written by a medical professional – typically your GP. We will contact any delegates whom we believe 

this applies to about creating a Welfare Management Plan as part of the confirmation process.

WELFARE POLICIES
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The cost of the APT in 2019 is estimated to be $7000 AUD. It is important to note that  this cost is an 

estimate; the leadership team will continue to explore opportunities for minimising costs, and changes 

may also be made depending on unforeseen circumstances. This tour cost will be paid in several 

installments in the lead up to departure in January 2019.

 

The prices includes:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will also need to bring additional money to cover some meals on the tour, as well as souvenirs, 

personal items and snack food. 

 

 

 

COST & PAYMENT SCHEDULES

All flights

All ground transport

All accommodation

All scheduled activities

Comprehensive travel insurance

Most meals
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If you are excited as we are about the American Political Tour, head over to http://unyouth.org.au/apt 

and follow the links to apply. 

 

Aspiring delegates will first submit online written applications, which (if successful) will be followed by a 

long-form application and interview process.

 

Should you have any further questions about the tour or the application process, please don’t hesitate to 

contact Nicola Hawton, the tour Convenor, at nicola.hawton@unyouth.org.au. 

 

We look forward to reading your application!

APPLICATIONS


