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South Africa 

Type of Government: Unitary dominant-party parliamentary 
constitutional republic 
President: Cyril Ramaphosa 
Capital Cities: Pretoria (executive), Bloemfontein (judicial), 
and Cape Town (legislative) 
Ideology: Liberal democracy 
Region: Africa 
Neighbours: Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, 
Swaziland, Lesotho 

DEMOGRAPHICS  
• Population: 58.07 million 
• Religion: 81.2% Christian, 3.7% other, 15% none.  
• Age: Median age 26.3 years, life expectancy 60 years.  
• Ethnicity: Black African (79.4%), white (9.2%), 8.8% of colour, 2.6% Indian or Asian 
• Language: 11 official languages: Afrikaans, IsiNdebele, Sepedi, SeSotho sa Borwa, SiSwati, 

XiTsonga, SeTswana, TshiVenda, IsiXhosa, IsiZulu, South African Sign Language, and South 
African English. At least 24 unofficial languages.  

  

POLITICS  

Domestic politics  
• Since the end of apartheid in 1994, the African 

National Congress (ANC) has dominated South 
Africa’s politics. The ANC has a social democratic 
ideology, and is focused on redressing harms caused 
by colonial and apartheid policies.  

• There is significant corruption within the South African 
government, including nepotism in political 
appointments, embezzlement, and lack of rule of law. 
Allegations of this led to the resignation of former 
President Jacob Zuma in 2018.  

• Elections are scheduled for 8 May 2019, with some 
believing the ANC may lose the domination it has held 
since 1994.  

• There remains significant differences in the quality of 
life between different ethnic groups in South Africa, with white South Africans having higher quality 
of life, economic opportunity, access to infrastructure, and other measures.  

 



 
Foreign policy concerns  
• South Africa plays a significant role in multilateral dialogue and action in Africa, and has a focus on 

developing strong relations with all countries, particularly those in the Southern African 
Development Community and other members of the African Union. This has included having roles 
in the resolution of numerous conflicts and crises over the continent. 

• South Africa was elected onto the Security Council following a decision of the African Union to 
collectively propose its membership. It has committed to pursuing a Pan-African perspective while 
on the Council.  

• South Africa is a member of BRICS alongside Brazil, Russia, India, and China, a grouping of major 
emerging economies committed to commercial, political, and cultural cooperation under the 
principles of non-interference, equality, and mutual benefit.  

 
ECONOMY  

• The South African economy is the second largest in Africa, and experiences a high level of 
industrialisation.  

• State owned enterprises play a significant role in the country’s economy.  
• The economy is relatively diversified, with key sectors including mining, financial and banking, 

agriculture, and manufacturing.  
• The economy faces a number of difficulties, including the lack of a skilled workforce, 

mismanagement of key state owned enterprises, and recent periods of recession.  
• Major export partners are China (11%), the USA (8.2%), Germany (7.2%), Japan (5.1%), India 

(5.1%), and Botswana (4.7%).  
• Major import partners are China (19%), Germany (12%), the USA (6.7%), India (4.8%), and Saudi 

Arabia (4.7%).  
 

MILITARY  
● The South African National Defence Force has 

approximately 79,000 active personnel. It has four 
branches: the South African Army, the South African 
Airforce, the South African Navy, and the South 
African Military Health Service. 

● The SANDF contributes personnel to UN 
peacekeeping missions, particularly in Africa and for 
election scrutiny. This includes a long-standing 
deployment of over 1000 troops in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo.  

● The SANDF is involved in a number of major 
domestic operations, including disaster relief and 
crime prevention.  

 


