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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
 

Peru  

Type of Government: Unitary Semi-Presidential Republic  
President: Martin Vizcarra 
Capital City: Lima 
Ideology: In a process of democratization and anti-corruption reform 
Region: South America 
Neighbours: Ecuador, Colombia, Brazil, Bolivia and Chile 

DEMOGRAPHICS  
• Population: 31 million 
• Religion: 81.3% Catholic, 12.5% Evangelical, 3.3% other, 2.9% none 
• Age: Median age 24.3 years, life expectancy 69.5 years. 
• Ethnicity: 45% Amerindian, 37% mestizo, 15% white, 3% other. 
• Language: Spanish, Quechua and Aymara (official), other languages 

(including foreign languages) quite rare. 
  

POLITICS  

Domestic politics  
• Peruvian politics in the 20th century were defined by unstable 

democratic regimes, military coups and short-lived wars with 
neighbouring states. Attempts to prosecute human rights abuses 
committed during this time have had mixed results.  

• Current President, Martin Vizcarra, was sworn in after previous President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski 
resigned after widespread allegations of corruption and vote-buying. The new administration has 
made numerous steps towards addressing issues of corruption.  

• The 21st century has seen a long-term push for democratization, turning Congress from a 
‘rubber-stamp’ mechanism to a genuine political power. Further efforts are still being pursued to 
fight corruption in government and the courts – as such, Peruvian presidents are Constitutionally 
prohibited from running for two terms consecutively. 

• Peru has a high level of human development, and ranks high in social freedom.  
 

Foreign policy  
• Since 2001, Peru has been seen as a positive contributor to regional diplomacy, with better 

regional integration being an important feature of Kuczynski’s foreign policy. To that end, Peru is an 
active member of several regional economic fora, and it has normalized its traditionally tense 
relations with Chile and Ecuador. 

• Peru pursues economic partnerships with both the USA and China. Membership of APEC has 
given it a stronger presence in the Pacific, and better relationships with countries in the ‘Pacific 
Alliance’ (Mexico, Colombia and Chile).  



• Peru has played a leading role in efforts to address the human rights crisis in Venezuela.  
 

ECONOMY  
• Peru is an upper middle income country, and one of the world’s fastest growing economies. While 

the human development index is high, income inequality remains an issue. Poverty levels have 
fallen dramatically since the early 2000s.  

• Peru has pursued policies of free trade and an open economy. Peru is a consistent contributor at 
the WTO, and party to an increasing number of free trade agreements. 

• After experiencing hyperinflation in the 90s, Peru’s economic growth has been strong in the 21st 
century, on the back of rich mineral resources. Its dependence on those resources does leave its 
economy vulnerable to global price fluctuations. 

• Major export partners are China (23.5%), the USA (17.3%) and European Union (15%). 
• Major import partners are China (25%), the USA (15%), the European Union (15%) and Brazil 

(10%). 
 

MILITARY  
● The Peruvian Armed Forces contain around 115,000 

personnel. It is split into three branches: the Army, the 
Air Force, and the Navy (which contains several 
battalions of Marines). 

● The National Police are not technically a part of the 
armed forces, but the nature and extent of their 
anti-terrorist activities have given them a quasi-military 
status. The National Police contain a further 140,000 
personnel. 
 

 


