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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
 

Indonesia 

Type of Government: Unitary presidential constitutional 
republic 
President: Joko Widodo 
Capital City: Jakarta 
Ideology: Democratic, operates under a national ideology 
of Pancasila.  
Region: Asia Pacific 
Neighbours: Papua new Guinea, East Timor, Malaysia. 
By water: Singapore, Vietnam, the Philippines, Australia, 
Palau. 

DEMOGRAPHICS  
• Population: 269.54 million 
• Religion: Officially a secular state, but with religious basis. Religions practised include: Islam 

(87.2%), Protestant Christianity (7%), Catholicism (2.9%), Hinduism (1.7%), Buddhism (0.7%), 
Confucianism (0.05%) and none (0.45%).  

• Age: Median age 30.2 years, life expectancy 69.5 years.  
• Ethnicity: Over 300 ethnic groups, including Javanese (40%), Sundanese (15.5%), Malay (3.7%), 

Batak (3.6%), Madurese (3%), and Betawi (2.9%).  
• Language: Bahasa Indonesia (official), and more than 700 indigenous local languages, including 

Javanese and Balinese.  
  

POLITICS  

Domestic politics  
• Indonesia is often regarded as a model of 

democratic transition. Since the resigning of 
former President Suharto in 1998, significant 
reforms have been made that have led to a more 
open and liberal political and social environment. 

• In a number of ways, political and social 
freedoms are impeded. This includes the 
criminalisation of blasphemy against government, 
and the fact that the human rights courts and 
protections are rarely used.  

• There is significant corruption within government, 
despite hope that current President Joko Widodo would address the issue in his first term. 

• President Joko Widodo is often viewed as the country’s first president to be elected outside of the 
country’s political and military elite. Widodo was first elected in 2014, and is standing in the April 
2019 presidential elections.  



 

Foreign policy concerns  
• Indonesia adheres to a ‘free and active’ foreign policy, seeking to play a regional role but avoid 

involvement in conflicts between major powers.  
• Indonesia plays a leading role in ASEAN, and uses this position to promote cooperation, 

development, and democracy in the region. This mediating role has included roles in regional 
crises, such as between Cambodia and Thailand.  

• Indonesia has been a strong supporter of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, and has 
led reforms to encourage free trade in the region.  

• Indonesia has expressed preferences for non-intervention and opposition to outside interference.  

 
ECONOMY  

• Indonesia has the largest economy and Southeast Asia, and is a significant emerging market 
economy. It has a number of significant sectors, including agriculture, mining, automotives, and 
finance. Efforts have been made to reduce overreliance on traditional industries such as raw 
commodity exports, and to boost the manufacturing industry.  

• The Widodo administration has pursued measures to stimulate the level of foreign direct 
investments in the economy. High priority has been placed on infrastructure development.  

• There is significant economic inequality within Jakarta, particularly on a geographical level.  
• Major export partners are China (14%), United States (11%), Japan (11%), India (8.6%), and 

Singapore (7.8%).  
• Major import partners are China (22%), Singapore (11%), Japan (9.2%), Malaysia (5.9%), and 

Thailand (5.9%).  
 

MILITARY  
● The Indonesian National Armed Forces 

has approximately 476,000 active 
personnel. Conscription is provided for 
by law, but current participation in the 
military is voluntary. It has three 
branches: the Indonesian Army, the 
Indonesian Navy, and the Indonesian Air 
Force.  

● Indonesia is committed to achieving 
Minimum Essential Force by 2024. This 
is defined as a military capacity that can 
guarantee the attainment of immediate 
strategic defence interests.  

● During the Suharto era, the military was 
used as part of the apparatus of control. However, in the post-Suharto period this role has been 
removed, such as through the police forces being separated from the military, and active military 
officers being prohibited from appointment to government positions.  

● The most significant engagement in Indonesian military history was the invasion of East Timor in 
1975, and various separatist movements in regions such as Aceh and Papua. The Indonesian 
Armed Forces participates in UN peacekeeping missions, including in Lebanon, Darfur, and Syria.  

 


