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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
 

Germany 

Type of Government: Federal parliamentary republic 
Chancellor: Angela Merkel 
President: Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
Capital City: Berlin 
Ideology: Liberal Western democracy 
Region: Western Europe & Others 
Neighbours: Denmark, Poland, Czech Republic, Austria, 
Switzerland, France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the 
Netherlands.  

DEMOGRAPHICS  
• Population: 83 million 
• Religion: 59.3% Christian, 5.5% Islam, 34.4% none. 
• Age: Median age 41.7 years, life expectancy 81 years. 
• Ethnicity: 80.8% German, 11.7% other European, 4.9% West Asian, 1.3% other Asian, 0.6% 

African, 0.5% American, 0.1% other. 
• Language: German (official) 

  

POLITICS  

Domestic politics  
• Chancellor Merkel has been party leader of 

the Christian Democratic Union for 18 years, 
but has announced her intention to step 
down as Chancellor at the next federal 
election in 2021. The CDU has a relatively 
broad agenda, uniting a labour wing, an 
economically liberal wing, and a conservative 
wing.  

• In 2015, Germany announced its intention to 
allow more than a million refugees to enter 
Germany. This, along with other issues of 
domestic policy, has spurred the growth in far 
right-wing nationalism. 

• Individual liberties and human and civil rights 
are protected and held in high importance at 
all levels of German government. The quality of democracy is high.  

• Coalition government has characterised recent German politics. The current government is 
comprised of the Christian Democratic Union and the Social Democratic Party.  



     Foreign policy concerns  
• In recent years, Germany has played a significant role in international politics, and has been 

viewed as a leader in a number of organisations, including the European Union, the United Nations, 
and the Group of 7. In this role, Germany (particularly under the leadership of Angela Merkel) has 
encouraged states to participate in international institutions, and to follow internationally 
agreed-upon norms.  

• Germany is one of the major players in the European Union. Engagement with the Union has been 
primarily trade-based, but has also been used as a more general platform to boost Germany’s 
diplomatic power. Germany has adopted a cautious approach to furthering European Union 
economic integration, including through opposing France’s policies of further integration. However, 
in other ways Germany is highly committed to the European project.  

• Germany has maintained firm relations with Russia, and played a key role in mediating 
relationships throughout the Russian annexation of Crimea. Germany has worked with France, 
Turkey, and Russia on the question of peace in Syria. 

• Germany has maintained strong engagement with a number of African states, and has publicly 
apologised and paid compensation to former colonial states.  

 
ECONOMY  

• The German economy is a highly developed social market economy, and is a member of the Group 
of 7. It is the biggest capital exporter globally and has one of the highest labour productivity levels 
in the world.  

• Germany experiences relatively low levels of economic inequality. 
• In 2018, the German economy experienced some slowdown of growth, due to declines in industrial 

output and international demand.  
• Major export partners are United States (8.8%), France (8.3%), China (6.8%), United Kingdom 

(6.6%), and the Netherlands (6.4%). 
• Major import partners are China (10%), the Netherlands (8.4%), France (6.4%), the United States 

(6.2%), and Italy (5.5%).  
 

MILITARY  
● The German military (Bundeswehr) has 

approximately 181,512 active personnel. It has a 
number of branches: the German Army, the 
German Navy, the German Air Force, the Joint 
Support Service, the Joint Medical Service, and the 
Cyber and Information Space Command.  

● Germany is involved in a number of UN 
peacekeeping missions, as well as multiple joint 
NATO deployments. These include missions to 
deter Russian aggression. However, some 
countries (including the USA) have claimed that 
Germany is not fulfilling its military responsibilities to 
collective organisations such as NATO.  

● Germany is committed to European Union collective defence cooperation. 
● Under the German constitution, the Bundeswehr’s mission is purely a defensive role, including 

through border protection, crisis reaction, and conflict prevention.  



 


