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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
 

Equatorial Guinea  

Type of Government: Unitary dominant-party presidential 
republic  
President: Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo (legally 
disputed term limit of 2023)  
Capital City: Malabo 
Ideology: Ethnocentric, authoritarian 
Region: Africa 
Neighbours: Cameroon, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe 

DEMOGRAPHICS  
• Population: ~800,000 
• Religion: Mostly Roman Catholic 
• Age: Median age 19.8 years, life expectancy 64.6 

years  
• Ethnicity: 85.7% Fang, 6.5% Bubi, 7.7% other 
• Language: Spanish (official and predominant), French 

(official), Fang, Bubi 
 

POLITICS  

Domestic politics  
• President Obiang has ruled since deposing his uncle 

in 1979. His power is virtually unchallenged; he holds 
the powers to make laws by decree and unilaterally appoint or dismiss members of Cabinet, 
among others. Elections held under his regime have rarely received international recognition. 

• Obiang took steps in 2006-2007 to order more rights-compliant practices in prisons. However, 
Equatorial Guinea continues to be routinely criticized by Human Rights Watch and Amnesty 
International for its detention practices, freedom of the press, and human trafficking. 
Transparency International has also consistently condemned the country for corruption. 

• In 2018, Obiang and the ruling Democratic Party furthered their political control after a court 
dissolved the party holding the sole opposition seat in the 170 member bicameral parliament.  

• The government has long taken steps to repress dissent. Police presences are maintained in 
public places, and the internet is censored. 

• According to the United Nations, less than half of the population has access to clean drinking 
water and 20% of children die before reaching the age of 5.  

 
Foreign relations  
• The USA is Equatorial Guinea’s most important international connection. A heavy emphasis on 

the country’s oil industry has encouraged significant US investment, although that has not been 
accompanied by a presence from development/aid organizations. The US government has 
previously cited human rights abuses in the country (most notably in 2005-6),and has since 
pursued a policy of encouraging the positive use of petroleum funds for development. President 
Obiang made an official state visit to the US in 2014. 



• Relations with Spain have been up-and-down since decolonization began in 1968. Current 
relations are cordial and mostly economic in nature. In an effort to better integrate with its 
region, Equatorial Guinea has also pushed co-operation with Francophone organizations, 
producing generally good relations with its neighbours and France. 

• Contractors from China, Morocco, and France are contributing to the improvement of 
infrastructure within the country.  

  
ECONOMY  

• Economic growth is overwhelmingly dependent on oil and gas, especially after the neglect of 
the agricultural industry since independence. Limited diversification efforts have been made in 
recent years. Equatorial Guinea is among the top five oil producers in sub-Saharan Africa.  

• Equatorial Guinea has one of the best GDP-per-capita figures in Africa, but the distribution of 
that wealth is notably unequal. Likewise, though the country features some high-level 
infrastructure, it tends not to benefit most citizens. Subsistence farming is the most common 
way of life. 

• The World Bank and IMF have ceased providing any assistance to the country since the 1990s, 
citing mismanagement of funds. 

• Major export partners are India (19.4%), China (13.5%), South Korea (13.2%), Spain (12.3%), 
Italy (5.1%) and the Netherlands (5.1%). 

• Major import partners are the USA (23.3%), Spain (21.8%) and China (12.8%)  
 

MILITARY  
● The Equatoguinean military contains around 

2,500 personnel. They are divided into five 
branches: an army, a navy, an air force, a 
paramilitary police force, and a Gendarmerie. 

● As a whole, the armed forces are regarded with 
little confidence internationally, considered to 
be poorly trained and equipped. 

● The gendarmerie is newly established, a partial 
product of French military cooperation. 
Zimbabwe has also run military training 
programs since 2016, and there have been 
instances of American private military 
contractors engaging in training exercises.  

● The authorities have made numerous claims 
that foreign mercenaries have been involved in 
attempting to stage a coup against the 
administration.  

 
 


