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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
 

Dominican Republic 

Type of Government: Unitary presidential republic 
President: Danilo Medina 
Capital City: Santo Domingo 
Ideology: Centralist, democratic 
Region: Caribbean 
Neighbours: Haiti, close by sea to Jamaica, Cuba, and 
the Bahamas 

DEMOGRAPHICS  
• Population: 10,882,996 
• Religion: 95% Roman Catholic, 5% other 
• Age: Median age 28.1 years, life expectancy 78.3 

years 
• Ethnicity: 73% mixed ancestry, 15% white, 11% black 
• Language: Spanish (official), a number of dialects spoken 

  

POLITICS  

Domestic politics  
• Current President, Danilo Medina, 

came to power in 2012. He is a member 
of the Dominican Liberation Party, a 
centre-left party.  

• Since 1996, the electoral process has 
been seen as generally free and fair. 
However, there have been some claims 
of electoral fraud in recent elections.  

• There are allegations of serious 
corruption in government and shielding 
of officials involved in corruption 
scandals. This has led to widespread 
protests in July 2017 and August 2018.  

• Some freedoms are limited in the 
Dominican economy, including media ownership being highly concentrated and journalists 
reporting on corruption and drug crime facing threats. 

• In 2013, a law was introduced which prevented Dominicans of Haitian descent from exercising their 
political and civil rights, which revoked the citizenship of hundreds of thousands of Dominicans. 
This has led to significant conflict and violent clashes. Other forms of discrimination against 
Dominico-Haitians are widespread.  



 

Foreign policy concerns  
• The Dominican Republic has a close and valuable relationship with the United States. This includes 

close trade, as well as a number of United States expatriates who live in The Dominican Republic, 
as well as the provision of development aid by the US to the Dominican Republic.  

• Dominican Republic shares the island of Hispaniola with neighbouring country, Haiti. However, 
there is a history of tense relations between the two states, with multiple instances of the 
Dominican Republic closing its border with Haiti and the deportation or disenfranchisement of 
hundreds of thousands of Dominicans of Haitian descent. 

• The Dominican Republic has continued to seek leadership roles in international organisations, and 
expand diplomatic and economic ties with countries throughout the world.  

 
ECONOMY  

• The Dominican Republic is an upper middle-income developing country, and is primarily dependent 
on services, tourism, sugar, coffee, mining, and tobacco. It is one of the fastest growing economies 
in the region, and the poverty rate continues to fall.  

• There is significant income inequality, with the poorest half of the population receiving less than ⅕ of 
GDP.  

• The Dominican economy is heavily dependent on its relationship with the USA, with trade with the 
USA comprising a significant portion of both imports and exports.  

• The economy is vulnerable to shocks such as natural disasters.  
• Major export partners are the USA (53%), Haiti (9.8%), Canada (9.5%), and India (5.3%) 
• Major import partners are the USA (42%), China (9.2%), Venezuela (5.6%), and Trinidad and 

Tobago (4.5%). 
 

MILITARY  
● The Armed Forces of the Dominican Republic 

consists of approximately 44,000 active personnel, of 
which around 60% are utilised for non-military 
operations. It is split into three branches: the Army of 
the Dominican Republic, the Navy of the Dominican 
Republic, and the Air Force of the Dominican 
Republic, as well as a counter-terrorist group.  

● Currently, soldiers are deployed on the Haitian 
border.  

● The military fulfils an internal security role more than 
an external defense role at the current time.  


