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COUNTRY BRIEFING 
 

Belgium 

Type of Government: Federal parliamentary constitutional 
monarchy 
Prime Minister: Charles Michel 
Capital City: Brussels 
Ideology: Liberal Western democracy 
Region: Western Europe & Others 
Neighbours: France, Germany, Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands 

DEMOGRAPHICS  
• Population: 11.57 million 
• Religion: 58% Roman Catholic, 2.1% Protestant, 

1.5% Orthodox 
• Age: Median age 41.5 years, life expectancy 81.2 years.  
• Ethnicity: Belgians (Flemish 58%, Walloon 31%), Italian (4.1%), Moroccan (3.7%) 
• Language: Dutch, French, German 

 

POLITICS  

Domestic politics  
• Belgium is heavily divided along linguistic 

lines, with Dutch speakers (Flemish) and 
French speakers (Walloons) forming distinct 
communities with significant amounts of 
animosity and political difference. These 
linguistic divides also geographically divide 
the country. 

• All political parties are either Dutch-speaking 
(Flemish) or French-speaking - no parties are 
active in both communities. Governments are 
generally formed through coalition, with the 
country being without government for 541 
days from 2010-11 while a coalition was being 
formed.  

• In December 2018, the Nieuw-Vlaamse Alliantie (N-VA), the main Flemish party in the coalition, left 
the government following disagreement over migration legislation. This political crisis left the 
coalition as a minority government, and the incumbent Prime Minister Michel resigned. Michel will 
hold office until elections in May 2019, which are expected to return a fragmented and highly 
divided parliament.  



Foreign policy concerns  
• Belgium puts significant effort into maintaining cultural and diplomatic ties with former colonies 

(Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda). This includes attempting to work with the 
governments to secure and maintain peace.  

• Belgium provides development aid, particularly to states that influence the stability of former 
colonies. Belgium has expressed a commitment to ensuring this aid is targeted and effective, and 
tied to reforms such as political governance reforms.  

• Belgium is a strong proponent of coordinated NATO and EU defence efforts, and increasing 
economic and political integration within the EU. Having strong regional organisations and 
approaches is very important to Belgium.  

• Brussels is the headquarters of the European Union and of NATO.  

 
ECONOMY  

• The Belgian economy is generally modern, open, and private-enterprise-based. It is highly 
diversified. Industry is concentrated in the Flanders region in the north.  

• Approximately ¾ of Belgian trade is with other EU countries, particularly Germany. Belgium is 
seeking to diversify trade opportunities with non-EU states.  

• kjhkjh 
• Major export partners are Germany (17%), France (16%), Netherlands (11%), United Kingdom 

(9%), and United States (5.8%).  
• Major import partners are Netherlands (16%), Germany (14%), France (9.5%), United States 

(8.1%), and United Kingdom (4.8%).  
 

MILITARY  
● The Belgian Armed Forces contains around 

29,225 active personnel. It is split into four 
branches: the Land Component, the Air 
Component, the Naval Component and the 
Medical Component. 

● Since 2015, the Belgian Armed Forces have 
become involved in Operation Homeland, an 
anti-terror mission in major cities.  

● Belgium has been a willing proponent of EU 
military cooperation.  

● Belgium joined the US-coordinated airstrikes 
on Syria in May 2016.  

 
 


