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UN Youth Australia is a 
national youth-led not-for-profit 
that aims to educate and 
empower young Australians on 
global issues facing the world.  

We know that young leaders 
have the vision and the 
passion to create meaningful 
change within their 
communities and the world, 
and aim to equip them with the 
skills and inspiration to do so.

UN Youth



What is Evatt? 

The Evatt Trophy Competition engages high school students in world affairs 
and issues through the debating of mock Security Council resolutions from the 
position of an assigned country. 

Delegates will, in pairs, be assigned a country and one resolution a week prior 
to the competition. They will then develop their stance on the prepared 
resolution from the perspective of their assigned country. On the day of their 
round, they will debate, amend and finally vote on the prepared resolution and 
also one impromptu. 

The competition provides a forum for high school students to meet other 
likeminded students and develop their public speaking and negotiation skills. It 
fosters learning through a non-teaching environment and creates a positive 
and empowering experience for students who are interested in international 
relations, politics and world affairs. 

The next few pages will explain how Evatt and Model UN works in more detail. 

The Competition



Research

Step 1

Firstly, read the resolution. The "preamble at the start of the 
resolution you can not change ("amend"), but it can give you some 
helpful hints.

Step 2

Ask yourself what are the key principles at stake in the resolution: 
Does it infringe on sovereignty? Does it promote human rights? Etc.

Step 3

Determine what your assigned country's stance on the resolution is 
and how they might act on it. Think about: 
- What involvement has your country had in the issue, or issues 
   with the same principle (precedent)? 
- Who are your country's major allies, what are their stances? 
- Does this resolution meet with your country's national identity (i.e 
  religion, priorities, ideals, etc.)? 
- What method would your country prefer to solve this problem? 
  (i.e. diplomatic methods, sanctions, use of force, etc.?) 
- How would this resolution affect decisions in the future? 
- Is there something that can be changed about the resolution that   
  would make it more in line with your national interests? 
Use the stance worksheet at the bottom of this document to help 
you.  

Step 4

Write up some proposed changes in advance using the 

amendment form at the bottom of this document.

Research Guide



Evatt is not a debating competition; it is a game of diplomacy. 

Speeches

Points of Information

Negotiation and diplomacy

A speech should really give us just 
two points: Why your nation is in 
favour/ opposed to the resolution 
(justifying your stance) and a reason 
or reasons why everyone should 
share that stance.

These are questions that you can ask to the 
person delivering the speech. In these you 
should be presenting arguments in the form of 
a question, but you should also be respectful. 

Negotiation is one of the most important parts of Evatt. In negotiation you 
should attempt to build consensus with other member nations to adopt 
amendments that your country likes and reject amendments that your country 
doesn't like. The judging criteria on the next page highlights the importance of 
"a diplomatic manner", i.e. don't be obnoxious or a bully.  
The best negotiatiors always ask why you disagree, because then you can 
understand what things the other side might agree with. 

Speaking & Negotiation



Evatt judges seek to determine which team is the most effective in achieving 

their nation's goals through diplomacy.  

Effectiveness is measured by the actual (not prospective) achievements of that 
team throughout a round.  

Teams will generally be more effective if they demonstrate the following five 
elements of effectiveness: 

1.
Speaking 

- Aim: Change the diplomatic conversation  
- Short, memorable, original, relevant and logical  

2.
Negotiation 

- Listening 
- Drawing ones counterpart towards agreement 
- Reasoned, persuasive argument  

3.
Teamwork  

- Both partners participating in all parts of the competition 

- Work together harmoniously   
- Recognise and take advantage of individual strengths 

4.
Research 

- Teams reflect their state's policies, priorities and agenda 
   with reasonable accuracy    

5.
A Diplomatic Manner 

- Constructive engagement 
- Disagreement is channelled towards productive results

Judging Criteria



Round times and venues  

Round 1: Friday 5th of May, 4pm to 8pm, Shenton Park Community Centre 

Round 2: Saturday 6th of May, 8am to 12pm, Cottesloe Civic Centre  

Round 3: Saturday 6th of May, 1pm to 5pm, Cottesloe Civic Centre  

Round 4: Sunday 7th of May, 8am to 12pm, Holyrood Pavilion  

Round 5: Sunday 7th of May, 1pm to 5pm, Holyrood Pavilion  

Round 6: Friday 12th of May, 4pm to 8pm, Shenton Park Community Centre 
  
Round 7: Saturday 13th of May, 8am to 12pm, Subiaco Community Centre  

Round 8: Saturday 13th of May, 1pm to 5pm, Subiaco Community Centre 
  
Round 9: Sunday 14th of May, 8am to 12pm, Cottesloe Civic Centre  

Round 10: Sunday 14th of May, 1pm to 5pm, Cottesloe Civic Centre 
  

Logistics



Workshop Nights

Presentation Night

National Finals

There will be two workshop nights on the 26th and 28th of April. In these 
workshops the judges will go through the judging criteria and give all competitors 
some tips and tricks. Both team members must attend a workshop. 

The Presentation night will be held the evening of the State Finals at the 
Cottesloe Civic Centre War Memorial Hall. This is where the winners of Evatt will 
be announced along with other awards including Best Delegate and Best 
Negotiator. All competitors and their families are strongly encouraged to attend! 
There will be light refreshments, coffee and tea provided.

The top teams from the State Final will be invited to compete in the Evatt National 
Finals which will be held in Canberra this year. This is a fantastic environment to 
meet other likeminded students from across Australia.   

Logistics

State Finals

The top 15 teams from across the state will be invited to compete in the State 
Finals on the 2nd of June at Parliament House.   



How to Register

Step 1: Get excited and find a partner 

Step 2: Register here: 

unyouth.wufoo.com/forms/krdrv0sdustq/.  

Step 3: Have fun and engage with issues 

facing the world through Model UN debate! 

Any questions? Email me, the convenor, at 

eimear.reynolds@unyouth.org.au



  
Evatt Competition 

Debate Cheat Sheet 
Updated January 2013 
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2. Call for a Proposer and a Seconder from those nations in favour 

[raise your placard if youʼre in favour] 
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3. Proposer speaks in favour of the resolution  
[two minutes] 

(a) One or two “points of information” for the Proposer 
[raise your placard to ask a question] 

(b) Proposer yields floor to the chair  
[they cannot yield to any other member state] 

 
4. Note passing, amendments and negotiation room all open.  

[You must send a note to the chair with your stance] 
  

5. Seconder to speaks in favour of the resolution  
[two minutes] 

(a) One or two points of information for the Proposer  
 [raise placard to ask a question] 

(b) Seconder yields floor to the chair  
[they cannot yield to any other member state] 

 
6. State against the resolution chosen from the speakersʼ list.  

(a) One or two points of information for the opposing state 
[raise placard to ask a question] 

(b) Team yields the floor to the chair or another state 
[they can yield to another state against; that state will 
speak after caucus] 

 
7. 3 minutesʼ caucus time. [must stand up, move around] 
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8. Chair calls on speakers for and against, alternating if no yields 
[2 minute speeches; can be shorter if Chair decrees it] 

(a) Each state answers a few points of information 
[ask a question by raising your placard] 

(b) State yields floor  
[they can yield to any member state on their side of the 
speakers list, or back to the chair] 

N.B. After first caucus (#7), Chair will start considering 
amendments. Chair may also call more caucuses. 
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9. Chair picks an amendment to consider; closes negotiation room 
[Amendments considered in order of # of co-sponsors (more is 
better) + “impact” on the resolution (higher is better)] 
  

10. Chair will read out the amendment a few times  
[write it down! Ask them to repeat it if you need to] 

 
11. Chair holds a vote on whether or not to debate the amendment. 

The Chair might grant the proposer time to explain the 
amendment if the amendment is complicated. 
[Debate vote needs a simple majority to pass.] 

 
12. If it passes – Chair opens the speaking list on the resolution and 

calls on the Proposer of the resolution to speak in favour 
(a) Points of information as per usual 

[raise your placard to ask a question] 
(b) An amendment proposer can yield the floor  

[yield either to another state or the chair] 
 
 Sometimes if the vote passes, the Chair will instead call caucus. 
 

13. If the debate vote fails – go directly to a vote on the amendment.  
[Simple majority to pass.] 
  

14. Amendment debate continues just like a resolution. 
 

15. Chair ends debate and we move to a vote on the approval of 
the amendment 
[Simple majority to pass.] 

 
16. Regardless of whether the amendment passes or fails, we go 

back to the resolution debate as if nothing happened. But you 
can change your stance (from for to against), which gets you 
another speaking opportunity. 
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17. Before the Chair closes the debate, they grant a final caucus 
time of 1-3 minutes. 
 

18. Proposer delivers a Right of Reply (final, bonus speech for). 
[Proposer may designate another member to deliver. Must still 
be in favour to deliver ROR. If not, moves to Seconder, and then 
so on through the list of speakers in favour of the resolution.] 

 
19. Conduct the Final vote on the resolution 

[Roll call. Requires three-fifths (and no veto votes if SC) of the 
total number of members. So an abstention is essentially a non-
vetoing-no.] 
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MUN STANCE WORKSHEET 

Your Nation:   Resolution:  

What are general facts about your country and this issue? 

 

 

 

What are key clauses your country would LIKE? 
Clause Why 
  

  

  

  

  

What are key clauses your country would HATE? 
Clause Why 
  

  

  

  

  

  

OVERALL STANCE:   FOR    AGAINST 

(Your overall stance is how you would vote if you had to vote now – itʼs OK to be for and 
dislike bits or against and like bits).   



WHAT DO OTHER COUNTRY'S THINK?

Compile this sheet from your negotiations and note passing!
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