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WHO ARE WE?
UN Youth ACT is a part of UN Youth Australia; a
national, youth-led, not for profit organisation run entirely
by volunteers under the age of 25. We are committed to
promoting grassroots engagement with the aims and
principles of the United Nations by providing Young
Australians with opportunities to learn about global affairs
and with avenues to express their opinions.

Through its eight divisions in each State and territory, UN
Youth Australia organises an impressive array of events
each year for secondary students, centred on
international relations, social issues and human rights.
We are one of Australia’s largest youth-led charities,
engaging with tens of thousands of young people each
year. Some examples of our activities include the
Australian Youth Representative to the United Nations
program; Evatt, Australia’s largest Model United Nations
debating competition; and international tours to Europe,
East Timor, New Zealand and the United States.

United Nations Youth Australia is an affiliate member of
the United Nations Association of Australia, a member of
the World Federation of United Nations Associations. For
more information about us, please visit our website at
www.unyouth.org.au.

WHAT IS ACT
CONFERENCE?
ACT Conference brings together some of Australia’s most exceptional students to learn
about a diverse array of international and local issues. Held annually in the first school
term, the conference is run as a residential camp over three days. Students have the
opportunity to learn about a nationally coordinated theme and partake in activities such
as model UN debates, content focused workshops, speaker panels and crisis
simulations. The focus of this year's Conference will be development - covering the
history of development, the role of trans-national corporations in development,
environmental impacts of industrialisation, and the socio-cultural consequences of
western development in non western communities.
ACT Conference will encourage students to engage in meaningful discussions on topics
only briefly touched on in school curriculums. From gender equality, to decolonisation,
and arms control, the conference gives students access to experts in the field, the most
contemporary academia, and the many benefits of peer-to-peer learning. ACT
Conference builds young leaders that go on to promote a respect for, and understanding
of the principles of international law, the work of the United Nations, and the importance
of human rights within their communities.

CONFERENCE ITINERARY
First Day
The first day starts with registration and check-in
to the accommodation on the Friday afternoon.
Students are then introduced to each other, the
conference, behaviour expectations, and the
formal procedures per UN Youth Australia’s
Welfare Policies. The evening is dedicated to a
scavenger hunt and trivia session, before
concluding with an early night in preparation for
the next day.

Second Day
The second day of the conference begins with
workshops exploring concepts surrounding the
conference’s theme of development. These
workshops are designed to facilitate discussions
and encourage constructive arguments
surrounding the theme, while also covering
topics rarely discussed in a standard Global
Politics, or Legal Studies course.
Each year we endeavour to partake in activities
that give students the opportunity to not only
discuss academic theory, but critique, utilise, and
test their knowledge. Because of this, interactive
problem solving (IPS) activities are used to
consolidate students’ experiences, while
speakers’ panels are designed to deepen their
critical thinking, and pose questions to experts in
the field. In the past, guests to our panels have
included accomplished academics, former policy
advisors, political party representatives, and
many more.
These activities help close off the educational
portion of the second day, before students are
taken to dinner, partake in a game of trivia, and
have the option of various social activities such
as a disco, board games, or simply space to
relax.

CONFERENCE ITINERARY
Final Day
The final day is jam packed with debate and
evaluations. To begin, however, students
partake in the final workshop of the conference.
It’s here that students are given the last few
pieces of educational material, and have the
chance to reflect on the discussions so far.
Proceeding this, students move onto debate
preparation. These debates are centred around
resolving global conflicts in a simulated Model
United Nations (MUN) environment. Each
student is tasked with acting as a delegate for a
preallocated country, and tasked with
formulating, and advocating their country’s
position with their peers. Students will also have
the opportunity to practice their skills in the form
of Committee debates, which allow them to hone
their speaking and negotiation abilities, before
heading into the final debate.
At the end of the debates, the delegates vote on
their written policies - called “draft resolutions” with the intent to pass an agreeable resolution
with a majority vote. After the final debate,
students will go home having employed and
developed a wide array of skills, and ascertained
a newfound appreciation for the politics of
development, and the many indicators and
implications for the 21st century.

EDUCATION OUTCOMES
ACT Conference gives delegates the knowledge and skills to aid them in furthering
their high school education and expand their knowledge of the current (and past)
international political climate.The content of the conference is designed to promote
clear educational outcomes. The material students learn in workshops and
discussions informs their later debates, and the speaker panels that they engage with
provides them with greater general and geographical knowledge for their further
studies.
The challenges faced by students in debates and problem-solving workshops simulate
the trials they may face in the fields of international relations, diplomacy, politics, and
throughout their schooling. Diplomacy, negotiation, problem-solving, and self- directed
learning are all skills encouraged and fostered throughout the conference, and are
often skills that students take back into their daily lives.
We encourage intellectual and social participation and inclusivity, which
allows students to develop greater confidence in their skills—and to gain skills they
never had the opportunity to cultivate. Through the exploration of international political
relations and the machinations of conflict, this conference focuses on how conflict is
interrelated with so much of human behaviour. We give students the tools to engage
with the problems facing today’s society and the conference hopes to inspire the
initiative to make a change.
The skills, confidence, and experience gained throughout the conference will equip
students to pursue their passions through their studies and into their future careers.
The material aims to expose delegates to the possibilities of the future, and to spark
their interest in a greater breadth of future career paths. Moreover, it empowers them
to believe that they no longer have to wait for a time in which they are permitted
freedom to follow their goals, but learn to demand or create freedom themselves

FEES AND SCHOLARSHIPS
As a non-profit organisation, UN Youth ACT relies on the goodwill of volunteer
facilitators and generous sponsors to assist with running the ACT Conference; each
year, we endeavour to minimise the cost of attendance for students, while also
maximising the opportunity for attendance. For this reason, we encourage schools to
assist wherever they can in supporting their students to attend our conference, but we
also endeavour to offer several fall and/or half scholarships for regional, and low-SES
students. More information about both are below:
School-Supported Placements
School-supported placements are commonplace in UN
Youth Australia, and have helped many students attend
our conference in the past. If you're a school interested
in supporting the attendance of your students, please
don't hesitate to contact the convenor with conditions of
support (photo requests, statements of attendance, etc)
for further discussion.
Equity Scholarships
Many of UN Youth ACT's facilitators come from all over
Australia, and share a passion fo accessibility. Because
of this, we recognise the need for equity scholarships
for our regional, low-SES students, and home educated
students. Requests for these scholarships are built into
the registration form, and it's encouraged that
applicants briefly specify the nature and reason for their
application. As scholarships are enabled by generous
donations, full scholarships cannot be guaranteed for
all equity applicants.
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CONTACT DETAILS
For all enquiries regarding the details of all 2020
ACT Conference and sponsorship of the
conference, please contact:

For additional information about UN Youth
ACT, or to give feedback on our programs
and engagements, please contact:

Kerrilee Roy
Convenor
kez.roy@unyouth.org.au
+61 439 088 724

Ria Ronghe
ACT President
ria.ronghe@unyouth.org.au
+61 450 543 848

For all other enquiries about UN Youth
ACT's programs, school visits, and other
prospectus materials, please contact:
Joshuah Yeend
Education Director
joshuah.yeend@unyouth.org.au
+61 425 553 015

