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     Resolution 1836 (2015): The Question of Failed States 
 

Proposed for consideration of the Security Council at its 5979th meeting 
 

The Security Council, 

Believing that the greatest threat to international peace and security is the collapse 

of governance, and the proliferation of failed states, 

Expressing regretfully that many states are unable to administer their own territory, 

and require outside assistance, 

Noting the success of autonomous regions such as Somaliland, the Rojava and the 

Kurdish Regional Government in failed states such as Somalia, Syria and Iraq, 

Aware of the success of the United Nations Trusteeship system in preparing non-

self-governing territories for independence, 

Acknowledging that the 1933 Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of 

States provides the accepted definition of statehood, requiring a permanent 

population, defined territory, government and the capacity to enter into international 

relations, 

Finding that members of the United Nations are unable to be administered by the 

Trusteeship system under Article 78 of the United Nations Charter, 

Emphasising the role of the permanent members of the United Nations Security 

Council in maintaining international peace and security, 

Acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,  
 

1. Defines a failed state as any UN member state which; 

a. Controls less than75% of its internationally recognised territory, or; 

b. Is unable, or unwilling to provide public services such as access to water, food 

and electricity to over 40% of its population, or; 
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c. Fails to maintain at least ten foreign embassies, or embassies with all of its 

neighbouring UN member states; 

d. Fulfils any of these criteria for over one year; 

2. Declares that all fails states do not satisfy the requirement for a “government” 

under Article 1 of the Montevideo Convention on the Rights and Duties of states, 

and as such, shall not legally be considered states under international law; 

3. Further declares that as failed states are not legally states under international law, 

they are ineligible to be Members of the United Nations under Article 4 of the 

United Nations Charter, and as such their membership shall be declared vacant until 

they resume their status as states; 

4. Decides that all self-governing, or autonomous territories that do not fulfil the 

criteria in clause 1 that are located within failed states shall be granted 

independence, and calls upon the United Nations General Assembly to admit them 

as members of the United Nations; 

5. Further decides that all failed states shall be placed under the trusteeship 

administration of the geographically nearest permanent member of the United 

Nations Security Council; 

6. Calls upon these administering states to take full responsibility for the governance, 

foreign relations, economic management and democratisation of these failed states; 

7. Requests that the United Nations Trusteeship Council resume active oversight of 

these trustee territories to ensure their proper governance; 

8. Decides to remain actively seized of the matter.

 


