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Grand Finals Seen Resolutions 

Resolution  

Small Arms 
 
 

      Resolution 2242 (2015):  
The Question of Breaches of Peace and Security 

 

Proposed for consideration of the Security Council at its 7532th meeting on 

Sunday, 01 November 2015. 
 

The Security Council, 

Recognising Article 39 of the United Nations Charter, designating the United Nations 

Security Council as the only recognised international body able to determine the existence 

of any threat to the peace, breach of the peace, or act of aggression, 

 

Further recognising the historical inconsistencies with which the United Nations 

Security Council has applied its powers due to the lack of a cohesive framework for 

determining the situations of Article 39, 

 

Recalling the shortcomings of the situations in Bosnia, Rwanda, Darfur, Sri Lanka, and 

Syria, in comparison to the relative successes of the operations in Mali, Timor-Leste, 

Guatemala, Cambodia, and Tajikistan, 

 

Further recalling the 4174th meeting of the Security Council, and the consensus that 

prevention strategies should address the root causes of conflicts and not simply their violent 

symptoms, 

 

Cognisant of General Assembly Resolution 3314(1974), providing a definition of 

aggression, and aware that this is not binding upon the United Nations Security Council, nor 

member states, 

 

Noting the outcomes of the 2010 Review Conference of Rome Statute held in Kampala, 

particularly the amendments proposed including defining the Crime of Aggression (Article 

8 bis) and the Court’s exercise of jurisdiction (Article 15 bis)
1
, 

 

                                                 
1
 The amendments can be found in Annex 1 at: 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/asp_docs/Resolutions/RC-Res.6-ENG.pdf 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/asp_docs/Resolutions/RC-Res.6-ENG.pdf
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Affirming Article 4 and 7 of the United Nations Charter, recognising peace and 

sovereignty as core tenants of the United Nations, in addition to Article 51 of the Charter, 

providing for a member state’s right to self-defence against armed attacks,  

 

Acting under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter;  

 

1. Reaffirms Article 39 of the United Nations Charter, and its direct application to all 

member states, sovereign bodies, and any organisation operating across international 

borders; 

 

2. Demands the immediate entry into force of the amendments to the Rome Statute 

decided at this conference; 

 

3. Defines a breach of the peace as: 

a. Any directly violent, threatening, or antagonistic action occurring: 

i. Within the sovereign territory, including maritime territory and 

airspace, of another member state,  

ii. Within a reasonable proximity of an international border, 

iii. With foreign nationals, military personnel, or infrastructure as 

specific targets, 

iv. That targets a specific group based on ethnic, racial, religious, or 

ideological status, 

 

b. Any action that causes irrevocable environmental damage to the territory of 

another member state, both directly and indirectly, 

c. Forced migration or the forced removal of children from their parents, 

d. The use of nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons in all instances, 

e. The forced removal, or murder of a head of state by foreign agents, 

f. The prevention of another member state from engaging in trade, or, 

g. The employment of mercenaries or private military contractors to engage in 

front line military duties, 

h. Allowing territory to be used by another state to perpetrate an act of 

aggression against a third state;  

 

4. Defines a threat to the peace as: 

a. Illegal arms trade conducted by a member state or an intermediary 

international organisation, 

b. Wide scale military manoeuvres and training unauthorised by this body, 

c. Any action that could be reasonably classified as terrorism, 

d. Any incursions into the sovereign territory of another member state, 

e. The proliferation or transport of nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons in 

all instances; 

 

5. Declares an act of aggression as either a threat to the peace or a breach of the peace; 

 

6. Refers any instance of an act of aggression to the International Criminal Court for 

prosecution as a crime of aggression, subject to the resolution of the event in consideration; 

 

7. Decides to remain actively seized of matter. 

 


