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FROM THE CONVENOR

By now, you should be well acquainted with your flights to Melbourne. 
Below are a few quick reminders, and an outline of how the transfer 
process will work.

• Please ensure that you arrive at the airport to check in at least 45 
minutes before your scheduled flight time. 

• All tickets come with complimentary 23kg of checked luggage, as 
well as 7kg of hand luggage (please see the Virgin Australia website 
for more information).  

• Don’t forget to bring along photo identification to check your bags! 

• You will be met at your gate at Terminal 2 of Melbourne’s 
Tullamarine Airport by a UN Youth Volunteer, who’ll be wearing a UN 
Youth Tshirt (pictured). They’ll direct you to baggage claim, and the 
transfer pick up point 
 

On behalf UN Youth Australia, congratulations on reaching the national finals of the 
Evatt Competition!

Evatt is a rare experience, where you’ll meet some of the most engaged, astute, and 
passionate young people from across Australia. Honouring the Australian statesman, 
High Court Justice, and diplomat Dr. Herbert Vere Evatt, the Evatt Competition 
examines the world’s most formidable issues through negotiation and diplomacy. 
Through collaboration, persuasion and decision making, the Evatt Competition looks 
to highlight toughest problems can always be tackled, as H.V. Evatt showed in his 
extensive experience with the United Nations.

The Evatt competition will be long and, at times, difficult. We will challenge you to 
confront intractable conflicts and tragic disasters, and deliver creative consensus-driven 
solutions. We will connect you with experts, decision-makers, and working diplomats, 
for you to ask the hard questions. We will immerse you in a network of passionate, 
driven, and fiercely intelligent young people.

YOUR ARRIVAL IN MELBOURNE

Evatt will, however, allow you develop skills, knowledge, and most importantly, friendships that will hold you impeccable 
stead for your careers and lives. 

See you soon!

MARK JAMES    
CONVENOR
EVATT NATIONAL FINALS 2015 

• On arrival to University College you will be directed to registration by UN Youth volunteers, where you be 
required to register, as well as update us on any new welfare information. Please have any new information 
regarding injuries, illnesses, dietary requirements, accessibility issues, or medications ready to go. 

• All participants will be staying in individual rooms for the conference. It is your responsibility to ensure that any 
valuables are secured. We recommend keeping any valuables with you, as UN Youth will not bear responsibility 
for the loss of personal belongings 

• Participants are responsible for their room keys and fobs. Loss of keys or fobs will result in the replacement fee 
being billed to participants.
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TIPS FROM THE JUDGING PANEL

BE RESPECTFUL AT ALL TIMES
We understand that the environment of debate can become heated; however, you should be respectful and 
diplomatic at all times towards your fellow competitors, both in speaking and within the negotiation chamber.

LOOK AFTER YOURSELF AND OTHERS
There are (at least) three full days of debate for every team, and debate can be both physically and mentally tiring. 
Make sure you are getting enough sleep (trust us, that amendment can wait until the next morning), drinking plenty 
of water and eating at all meal times. Remember to take a break from your team mate once in a while - Evatt is 
intense, and sometimes a little break from each other’s company will make your team more cohesive.

BE PREPARED FOR DEBATE
You will be sent a series of prepared resolutions in advance; be adequately prepared and conduct enough research 

in order to meet the high calibre of debate at the Evatt National Finals.

KNOW THE RULES OF PROCEDURE AND THE JUDGING CRITERIA
These govern how the competition will be structured, and being familiar with these two documents will maximise 
your chances of success during the National Finals.

SET GOALS FOR DEBATE AND EXPRESS THEM WITHIN THE CHAMBER
Effectiveness is a key aspect of the Judging Criteria, so it is important to set and achieve goals that align with your 
country’s foreign policy. Make sure that your objectives are made clear to the chamber, and you always work to 
achieve them.

MAKE THE MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY IN DEBATE
The quality of debate at the National Finals will most likely to be higher than that of what you experienced during 
your State rounds. There will be fewer opportunities to speak and raise Points of Information within debate, so it’s 
important to be strategic with how you use these opportunities within the speaking chamber to maximise your 
effectiveness.

QUALITY OVER QUANTITY
Make sure your team’s contribution to debate is of maximum benefit to the debate. We want to see compelling and 
convincing speaking, and well-thought, researched amendments.

USE THE NEGIOTIATION CHAMBER AND CAUCUS TIME
Negotiation is weighted equally with speaking within the Judging Criteria; ensure that you are using negotiation as a 
key tool to achieve your goals during debate.

HAVE FUN AND MAKE SOME FRIENDS
Evatt is a pretty special opportunity to meet some fun, interesting, and outstandlingly smart people - and you should 
grab that opportunity with both hands! It’ll make you a better performing team, you’ll enjoy the week more, and 
you’ll find your feet faster in every debate.
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ITINERARY

Time Sun 29th Nov Mon 30th Dec Tues 1st Dec

7.00am Breakfast

8.00am Formal Opening Diplomats’ Breakfast

9.00am Debate 1 - The Question  of 
Breaches of Peace and Security

Deakin Uni Expert Sessions

12.00pm Arrivals/Lunch Lunch Lunch

1.00pm Registrations Debate 2 - Impromptu Debate 3 - The Question of Women 
in Conflict Zones

4.00pm Informal Opening Expert Session - Dr Denis Dragovic  

6.00pm Dinner Dinner Dinner

10.00pm Bed Bed Bed

Time Wed 2nd Dec Thurs 3rd Dec Fri 4th Dec

8.00am Breakfast Breakfast Breakfast

9.00am Expert Session Expert Session Grand Final Debate 1

10.00am Debate 4 - Impromptu Debate 7 Grand Final Debate 2

12.00pm Lunch Lunch Lunch

1.00pm Debate 5 - The Question of 
Failed States

Relaxing afternoon Grand Final Debate 3

3.00pm Expert Session

4.00pm Debate 6 - Impromptu Grand Final Announcement

6.00pm Mix Up DInners Final Dinner

10.00pm Bed Bed Bed

The below is brief summary of what our days are going to look like. A more detailed itinerary will be provided to you 
at registration.
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DEAKIN UNIVERSITY 
DIPLOMATS’ BREAKFAST

UN Youth Australia in collaboration with Deakin University are proud to present the Deakin Univeristy Diplomats’ 
Breakfast. The Breakfast is an informal networking style event, where you will have the chance to meet and connect 
with overseas representatives and their staff. We have a variety of representatives attending, and we highly 
encourage you to take this opportunity enquire about their career paths, experiences, and their opinions on current 
international events.

Mr Gareth Hoar
Consul General for the United Kingdom
Gareth Hoar took up the post of Consul General in Melbourne in September 2012. 
Since joining the Foreign & Commonwealth Office in 1984 much of Gareth’s career 
has revolved around the UK’s political, commercial and economic links with China. 
As Deputy Director of UK Trade & Investment in Beijing he was responsible for 
fostering closer governmental commercial ties to improve the environment for UK 
companies operating in China, aiding their business expansion and marketing the 
UK as a business and investment partner of choice for Chinese enterprises.

Ms Frankie Reed
Consul General for the United States of America
Frankie A. Reed arrived in Melbourne in March 2015 to assume the position of 
Consul General at the U.S. Consulate General Melbourne. Most recently, she 
served as Ambassador to Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Tonga, and Tuvalu. Prior to her 
Ambassadorship, she served as the Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau 
of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, responsible for relations with Australia, New 
Zealand and the Pacific Islands. Prior to joining the Department of State, Ms. Reed 
practiced law, worked in print journalism and spent two years as a Peace Corps 
volunteer.

Mr John Richardson
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Victoria State Office DIrector
John Richardson was appointed Director of the Victoria State Office of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in January 2013. He was previously 
Australia’s Ambassador to Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. Prior to going to 
Argentina, Mr Richardson was Assistant Secretary of the Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation taskforce in DFAT in 2006 and 2007 which was responsible for the 
development and coordination of Australian policy to APEC in Australia’s host 
year of 2007.

Mr Honju Jo
Consul General for the Republic of Korea
John Richardson was appointed Director of the Victoria State Office of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in January 2013. He was previously 
Australia’s Ambassador to Argentina, Paraguay and Uruguay. Prior to going to 
Argentina, Mr Richardson was Assistant Secretary of the Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation taskforce in DFAT in 2006 and 2007 which was responsible for the 
development and coordination of Australian policy to APEC in Australia’s host 
year of 2007.

Also in attendance:

Ms. Dewi Savitri Wahab 
Consul General for the Republic of Indonesia

Mr. Walpita Gamage Sampath Prasanna
Consul General for the Republic of Indonesia
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EXPERT SESSIONS

The topics we’ll be discussing at Evatt are tough. So tough, that many have them have and will continue to persist 
for many years. We’ve put together a series of sessions from experts on these topics, who will provide a refreshing, 
nuanced, and pragmatic perspective.

Dr Denis Dragovic
The University of Melbourne
Denis Dragovic is both a practitioner and scholar in the field of rebuilding states 
after conflict. His professional career has spanned over a decade as a consultant 
to various UN agencies and as a senior leader with international NGOs in conflict 
and post-conflict environments in the Middle East, Africa and Asia. He holds a 
PhD in political theology from the University of St Andrews, UK, where he studied 
the role of religious institutions in post-conflict statebuilding and a Masters of 
Foreign Service from Georgetown University . His current research is focused on 
how religion and religious groups can influence stabilisation and development 
outcomes in the Middle East’s conflict and post-conflict countries.

Dr Anna Halafoff
Deakin University
Dr. Anna Halafoff is a Lecturer in Sociology, and a member of the Centre for 
Citizenship and Globalisation, at Deakin University. Previously, Dr Halaoff was 
a lecturer at the School of Political and Social Inquiry, and a researcher for the 
UNESCO Chair in Interreligious and Intercultural Relations Asia Pacific, and the 
Global Terrorism Research Centre at Monash University. In 2011, Dr Halafoff was 
named a United Nations Alliance of Civilizations’ Global Expert in the fields of 
multifaith relations, and religion and peacebuilding.

Dr Phil Connors
Deakin University
Dr Phil Connors is Course Director for the Master of Humanitarian Assistance 
(MHA) and Master of International and Community Development at Deakin 
University. Dr Connors has a background in Community and Participatory 
Development in Australia and internationally. He has more recently been involved 
in the development of innovative courses in the humanitarian field built around 
strong partnerships with sector NGOs. This has culminated in Deakin signing a 
formal Memorandum of Understanding with Save the Children Australia.

Ms Sophie Perreard
Deakin University
Sophie Perreard is a is a humanitarian practitioner with over 13 years of INGO 
experience, both in the field and at headquarters. Sophie has worked mainly 
in emergency and post emergency contexts in Africa, Asia, The Caribbean 
and Middle-East. Before joining Deakin University, Sophie worked for Save 
the Children USA as Deputy Director for Emergency Response, and in various 
capacities with Doctors without Borders, the German Cooperation, and Norwegian 
Refugee Council. Her areas of expertise include Leadership, Operations and 
Programme Management, Protection/Human Rights, International Humanitarian 
Law, Capacity Building and Humanitarian Policy and Advocacy.
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WHAT SHOULD I BRING?

Clothing

• Appropriate summer school uniform (or similar business attire) for 4 days of debate 

• Comfortable casual clothing for 6 days 

• Raincoat and/or umbrella 

• Pyjamas 

• Underwear 

• Socks/stockings 

• Final dinner outfit – aim for smart casual (jeans or trousers, shirt, equivalent dress) 

• Comfortable shoes for walking – if you’re wearing heels bring some flats because we will be walking. 

Toiletries

• Towel 

• Soap 

• Hair care products 

• Deodorant 

• Toothbrush and toothpaste 

• Sunscreen 

• Any other necessary personal toiletries – don’t assume you will be able to purchase them on arrival.  

Debate Materials

• Technology - you are welcome to bring a laptop, tablet, mobile phone and camera/or but they are not essential. 
Technology use is not permitted during debate. There will not be access to wifi. Safekeeping of any valuables is 
your responsibility. 

• Phone/laptop charger 

• Given that technology use is not permitted during debate please bring any necessary materials necessary for 
debate already printed. There will not be access to printing during the competition.  

• Notebook 

• Pen 

• Palm cards/paper for note passing.

Sundries

• Photo ID for your flights 

• Any personal medications
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WELFARE INFORMATION

UN Youth Australia is committed to the safety and wellbeing of all participants, and we want everyone involved 
with our events to have the best possible experience. We take the welfare of our participants very seriously, and 
have comprehensive, externally audited welfare policy, but this section will provide a broad overview of UN Youth’s 
approach.

THE WELFARE TEAM
UN Youth Australia ensures that a dedicated welfare 
team is on hand at all events, and that the team is 
comprised of people with qualifications in First Aid 
(Level 2 or higher) and Mental Health First Aid.

The Evatt 2015 Welfare Team will be lead by 
Edward Vong, who is available to answer any 
questions regarding participant welfare at 
edward.vong@unyouth.org.au

WELFARE ISSUES
UN Youth maintains a ‘harm-minimisation’ approach 
to welfare incidents, and considers a wide range 
of physical and behavioural issues as impacting on 
a persons wellbeing and safety. Some examples 
include:
• Physical injury or illness
• Allergies and pre-existing medical conditions in 

the process of treatment
• Stress, fatigue, and homesickness
• Bullying, discrimination, and harassment
• Drugs and alcohol (Evatt is strictly drug and 

alcohol free)
• Smoking (All venues and accommodation 

observe a strict no smoking policy)

UN Youth aims to seek appropriate support for 
all participants at our events, but in the case of 
unacceptable behaviour such as discriminatory 
or bullying behaviour UN Youth may exclude the 
participant from a portion of the event, or send 
them home at thier own or their parent/guardian’s 
cost.

For further information regarding UN Youth’s 
welfare policy, child protection policies, or 
participant Code of Conduct, please visit 
https://unyouth.org.au/legal/

EXISITING WELFARE ISSUES
Prior to attending Evatt 2015, we ask all participants 
declare any and all pre-existing medical, dietary, 
or health issues. This includes any medication 
being taken by participants (prescription, as well 
as over-the-counter), any allergies, and any dietary 
requirements, based on health, cultural, religious, or 
ethical reasons.

UN Youth maintains strict confidence surrounding 
this information, and only collects this to ensure the 
health and safety of all participants 

IN AN EMERGENCY
In the case of an emergency, UN Youth will seek to 
notify relevant emergency services immediately, 
followed by the participant’s emergency contact.

Evatt 2015 accommodation is conveniently located 
near the Royal Melbourne Hospital and the Royal 
Children’s Hospital, Melbourne.

/https://unyouth.org.au/legal/
mailto:edward.vong%40unyouth.org.au?subject=Evatt%202015%20Welfare
https://unyouth.org.au/legal/



