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WELCOME TO STATE CONFERENCE 
 

Congratulations on attending UN Youth Western Australia's 2018 State Conference! This 
year’s theme, ‘Building Sustainable Futures’, highlights issues that are universal, yet hold a 
particular significance for young people such as ourselves. We hope that this State 
Conference will enable you to develop your own informed opinions on the UN, on what it 
means to be sustainable, and that it will empower you to act on the issues that matter to 
you. 
 
State Conference will bring together more than one hundred engaged and inspiring young 
people from all corners of WA. Take this opportunity to meet and get to know other 
passionate students, to engage in workshops, and to have your voice heard. 
 
This handbook is designed to answer any questions that you may have about State 
Conference 2018, and to make you feel fully prepared for the weekend. If you have any 
questions or concerns after having read this handbook, please feel free to contact me. My 
contact details are listed at the end of this document. 
 
I look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Ari 
State Conference Convenor 2018 
 
 

What is UN Youth Australia?  

 
UN Youth Australia is Australia’s largest youth-led organisation and acts to educate and 
empower young Australians on global issues. We know that young people have the vision 
and the passion to create meaningful change within their communities and the world. 
Through our events we aim to foster 
ideas and innovation, and to provide 
students with unique educational 
experiences that equip them with the 
skills, inspiration, and knowledge to be 
young leaders in their communities, 
nationally, and globally. 
 
UN Youth Western Australia is a 
divisional branch of the national 
organisation.  Throughout the year, we 
run many events including State 
Conference, the Evatt Trophy 
Competition, Voice Public Speaking 
Competition, and Day Summits, as well 
running our Schools Program which 
includes school visits and the new UN 
Youth Module.  
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What is State Conference? 
 
State Conference is UN Youth Western Australia's flagship event of the year. It is a three-
day educational conference held annually in March. Over the weekend, you will have the 
opportunity to participate in engaging workshops, listen to inspirational guest speakers and 
represent a country in Model UN debates. State Conference 2018 will be held from Friday 
9th March to Sunday 11th March at Camp Wattle Grove. At the Conference, delegates will 
be looked after by UN Youth facilitators to ensure their enjoyment and wellbeing. 
 
The core elements of the weekend include workshops covering the operations of the UN 
and the issue of sustainability, as well as model UN debates based on UN Committees and 
the UN General Assembly. You will also 
take part in our advocacy program, Youth 
Motion. This is a platform for you to 
promote and advocate for issues that 
matter to you. There will also be an 
Interactive Problem-Solving activity, which 
will involve different stakeholder groups 
responding to a simulation international 
relations crisis. 
 
We hope that you will make the most of 
meeting like-minded peers from across the 
state, especially during our social activities 
such as the annual Friday Night Games 
and Saturday Dance. 
 
This year’s theme is Building Sustainable 
Futures. This theme will be reflected throughout the Conference in the workshops, 
debates, and problem-solving activities.  Over the course of the weekend, you will explore 
what it means to be sustainable, how people, organisations, and governments approach 
sustainability, and what you can do to contribute towards a sustainable future.   
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GETTING THERE AND BACK  
 
 
State Conference 2018 will be held at the University of Western Australia (UWA) and Camp 
Wattle Grove. The Camp is situated in the South Eastern suburb of Wattle Grove 
approximately 20 kilometres from the Perth CBD.  
 
 

Drop Off 
 
You will need to be dropped off at UWA in front of the Geography and Geology Building 
(on the grassed area just South of Winthrop Hall) at 10am on Friday the 9th of March. On 
arrival delegates will be registered by facilitators and given their name badge for the 
weekend. The opening presentation will be held at the Woolnough Lecture Theatre on 
Friday morning. On the map below, the P and SD symbols mark the closest parking and set 
down areas.  They are accessible off the Stirling Highway, Fairway, and Hackett Drive. 
 

 
Drop off location (Geography and Geology Building) 

P = ticket parking available (limited) 
SD = set down area 
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Pick Up 
 
You will need to be picked up from Camp Wattle Grove, Wattle Grove at 4:30pm on 
Sunday the 11th of March. The campsite is located on Kelvin Road, which runs between 
the Tonkin Hwy and Crystal Brook Rd (runs off Welshpool Rd E). The best way to access 
the campsite from the North: take Graham Farmer Fwy (turns into Orrong Rd, then 
Welshpool Rd) from the North; and from the South, via the Roe Hwy and taking the 
Orrong Rd/ Welshpool Rd E exit. 
 

Pick up location (Camp Wattle Grove) 
 
 

Other Special Arrangements 
 
If there is some reason why you cannot attend some part of State Conference, please 
contact Ariel Mroz, State Conference Convener, by Friday 2nd March to make the 
necessary arrangements with us. 
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WHAT TO BRING 

 
→ Sleeping Bag or sheets 

 
→ Pillow 

 
→ Notebook, pens and stationery 

 
→ Your research materials 

 
→ A hat and sunscreen (as we will be spending time outside for activities) 

 
→ Closed in shoes for Friday Night Games 

 
→ Water bottle 

 
→ Bathroom towel 

 
→ Everything that you would usually take away with you: clothes, toiletries, etc 

 
→ You are welcome to bring a mobile phone, however it must be turned off during activities 

and is your responsibility to take care of at all times, as with any other personal electronic 
devices 
 

→ Note: formal dress is not required for the General Assembly debate 
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EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 
The itinerary for State Conference is packed full of speaker forums, workshops, model UN 
debates, and more to ensure that you get the most out of the experience. Aside from the 
engaging educational aspects, Conference is also a wonderful opportunity to meet new 
people from all over WA. With this in mind, we also have planned some great social 
activities, as well as allocating plenty of free time for relaxing and socialising. 
 

Introduction to UN Workshop  
 
In groups, you will be introduced to the 
history and operations of the United Nations, 
as well as examining the goals and 
objectives of the UN and the UN 
Environment Programme in relation to the 
theme of sustainability. You will also look at 
the role of international organisations in the 
global arena and investigate the notion of 
sovereignty. During this workshop, you will 
be given an opportunity to discuss the 
relevance of the UN and potential reforms 
that may enhance its effectiveness. 
 

Sustainability Workshops  
 
There will be one workshop focused on the 
United Nations and its involvement with 
sustainability and the environment through 
resolutions and organisations such as the United Nations Environment Program. 
 
The other workshops will then build on this knowledge to discuss topics such as the 
Sustainable Development Goals, climate change, climate injustice, and examining the 
international response to climate change and how we can move towards a more 
sustainable future.  These workshops will be complimented by our Youth Motion workshops 
which provide a more practical outlook on sustainability, with a focus on campaigns and 
initiatives. 
 

Youth Motion  
 
The 2018 Youth Motion program will be a unique opportunity for you to become a voice for 
change, by equipping you with the skills to create a long-term difference in helping to create 
a sustainable future. The program will have a specific focus on advocacy and sustainability 
initiatives at both a local and global level and will explore the various ways that groups and 
individuals can advocate for change.  
 
At the conference, Youth Motion will include an opening speaker panel session, advocacy 
workshops, and presentations. After the Conference, you are encouraged to use what you 
learned to create change in your community. This will aim to improve awareness and 
understanding around sustainability in the wider community. These sessions will also 
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involve the opportunity to design your own advocacy programs that you could potentially 
run at your school or local community and help continue to generate passion for striving 
towards a sustainable future.  
 

Rules of Procedure Workshop  
 
This is an opportunity to see how model UN debate works.  There will be a demonstration 
session by UN Youth facilitators, a question-and-answer session on the finer points of rules 
of procedure, and a practice resolution which will come in handy for the weekend’s debate 
sessions. 
 

Interactive Problem Solving 
 
You will also have the unique opportunity to participate in an Interactive Problem Solving 
(IPS) simulation. The IPS will be revolve around a thrilling environmental crisis and will give 
you an opportunity to be immersed in the world of global relations and conflict through the 
lens of global health. You will represent one of many stakeholder groups, and will discuss 
complex and interrelated issues surrounding health, global power, media accountability, 
and conflict. 

 
Committee Debates  
 
The committee debates are often the activity 
most enjoyed by delegates at State 
Conference, and for good reason – they are 
fun, interesting and challenging.  Before 
arriving at Conference, you will be allocated a 
UN Member State that you will represent 
throughout our model UN debate sessions.  
One of the resolutions debated will be in the 
package you will be sent out beforehand, so 
it’s a good idea to do some research on your 
country’s viewpoint on those issues before 
you come to State Conference. 
 
While the Rules of Procedure are quite 
structured, the sessions are not carried out in 
too formal an atmosphere, so please don’t 
worry about not knowing the way the sessions work back to front – there will be plenty of 
time to get used to it. 

 
General Assembly 
 
The Model General Assembly session will be run a bit differently to the committee debates, 
but the chair of the debate will guide you through proceedings for the day, so don’t feel too 
overwhelmed by it all.  If you want to speak during the sessions, don’t be afraid to put your 
member state’s name forward – it really is a great experience, and a lot of fun to be 
involved in something so big with all the other delegates. You will also gain much 
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experience and get the hang of it from Committee debates, so even if it sounds scary now, 
you’ll get into it by then! 
 
The format of the General Assembly day will be dedicated to developing an action plan to 
explore looming threats to the environment through an in-depth look at one resolution. 

 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Friday Night Games  
 
After dinner on Friday Night, delegates and 
facilitators will come together to battle it out in 
the annual Friday Night Games. Coordinated 
to test your mind, body and spirit, the five 
challenges will follow a surprise theme that will 
be fun and interesting! 
 
The Games will include lots of prizes and 
clowning around, and teams will be allocated 
randomly, so it’s a great opportunity to meet 
and get to know new people at the start of the 
Conference. 

 
Saturday Night Dance  
 
Saturday night brings the famous UN Youth WA dance, with bad music (and hopefully 
some good music too), good dancing (and a fair share of bad dancing), and a good time 
had by all. 
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RESEARCH GUIDE 
 
Research is an important part of your State Conference experience.  Even if you only have 
a little bit of free time, it is essential to do at least some research on your country, and on 
the resolutions that you will debate in committees on Saturday in order to make the most of 
the opportunity. 
 

Researching Your Country  
 
There are many great places to research your country’s foreign policy stances and UN-
related information.  A good place to start is www.un.org/en/member-states/index, where 
you can find links to the website for your country’s UN mission.  Another useful starting 
point for general information and statistics on your country is the CIA World Factbook which 
can be found at www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/. You may also want to 
conduct a more general search on a search engine such as Google, for example ‘Turkey 
+“Foreign Policy” +“United Nations”’ (if your country is Turkey). 
 

Prepared Resolutions 
 
One of the two resolutions that you will be debating in your allocated committees will be 
send to you before the event.  This gives you an opportunity to research not only your 
country generally, but what your country’s stance on the specific issues discussed might be. 
Read through the resolution carefully and try to figure out: what does the resolution aim to 
do? What would your country’s stance on this be? Which parts of the resolution might be 
particularly problematic for your country? 
It can also be helpful to look into the committee you have been assigned to get an idea of 
the role they perform within the UN. 
 

General Research  
 
There are many good starting points for research online.  Here is a small selection: 
 
The UN Website – www.un.org 
United Nations Foundation - www.unfoundation.org 
Global Policy Forum – www.globalpolicy.org 
SBS World News Online - www.sbs.com.au/news/ 
UN News Service – www.un.org/news 
BBC World News – www.bbc.co.uk 

 
What to Research  
 
Researching a country can be a daunting task, especially if you know nothing about it to 
start with. Below are some simple steps to get the most out of your research. 
 
To get a basic general understanding of your country, the following aspects are generally 
important: 
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History 
- General 
- Last 50 years 
- Recent events 

 
Views on World Problems 

- Role and influence in the world 
- Membership of blocs 
- Membership of international 

organisations 
 
Cultural Factors 

- Ethnic groups 
- Religions 
- Cultural history 
- Economy 
- Monetary system 

 
Political Structure 

- Origin 
- Constitution and government 

- Division of power 
- Stability and policy of present 

government 
 
Defence 

- Military structure 
- Dependency on other nations 
- Membership of alliances 

 
Geography 

- Bordering countries 
- Geo-political considerations 
- Regional organisations 

 
Foreign Dependency and Debt 

- Membership of economic and trade 
organisations 

- Major trading partners 
- Natural resources 
- Degree of self sufficiency 

 
 
The next step is to find out the most important principles of your country’s foreign policy. 
Above all what is it trying to achieve? Is the focus helping developing countries, promoting 
human rights, furthering free trade? If you are aware of your country’s principles, then even 
if an issue comes up which you haven’t researched, you will be able to form a good general 
idea of what their stance would be. 
 
When you have finished your research make sure you compile it, using your own words, 
into a system that you understand. There’s no point spending time on research to be unable 
to find the relevant information when the time comes because your research is 
unorganised. 
 
While there is no such thing as too much research, please don’t freak out about it, State 
Conference is in no way an assessment or a competition.  The idea is just that the better 
you understand your nation, the more fully you will be able to engage in debate and the 
more fun you will have. 
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WELFARE AT STATE CONFERENCE 

 
UN Youth has a comprehensive welfare policy that has been developed over many years.   
 
There will be four Welfare Officers at State Conference whose main responsibility during 
the event is to oversee and ensure the welfare of the delegates.  All Welfare officers hold 
up-to-date Senior First Aid Certificates.  
 
The Welfare Officers will be contactable all weekend on their mobile phones. Once you 
arrive at the conference you will also be told where their rooms are. 
 
In attending this Conference, you have agreed to the Participant Code of Conduct (set out 
below) and UN Youth Western Australia’s Welfare Policy. 
 
Outlined below are also some key provisions of the Welfare Policy. THIS IS NOT 
COMPREHENSIVE. We expect you will have read the Welfare Policy in agreeing to it. We 
also will have a copy of the Welfare Policy at the Conference should you wish to refer to it – 
just ask any facilitator!  
 

PARTICIPANT CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
'I, and if I am under 18 my parents/guardians on my behalf, agree to the following 
conditions on my participation in the 2018 State Conference (hereafter “the Activity”): 
 

1. I will respect the health and safety of others. This precludes acts or threats of 
physical violence against another person (including sexual violence) and conduct 
reasonably likely to endanger the physical or mental health of other persons. 
 

2. I respect the right of fellow persons to participate in UN Youth Western Australia 
activities and in relationships with other members without fear, threat, or acts of 
bullying or hazing. 
 

3. I reject hate speech, epithets, and racial, ethnic, sexual and religious slurs. However, 
the content of the speech or expression is not by itself a basis for disciplinary action. 
Speech may be subject to discipline when it violates applicable laws or UN Youth 
Western Australia’s regulations or policies. 
 

4. I will take responsibility for my own property and refrain from stealing, damaging, 
defacing or misusing the property or facilities of UN Youth Western Australia or of 
others. 
 

5. I will comply with the reasonable directions of Activity staff at the Activity, and will 
abide by all rules and conditions set by the Activity venues. 
 

6. I will attend all programmed events at the Activity, and not leave the Activity without 
permission from the Activity’s organiser. 
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7. I accept that any decisions made at this Activity by Activity staff pertaining to my 
selection for another activity, or for prizes or awards, are absolutely final and may not 
be appealed, and that no correspondence on the subject shall be entered into. 
 

8. I will obey all relevant parts of the UN Youth Western Australia Welfare Policy, and 
cooperate fully and honestly in the Arbitration Procedure, including the obligation to 
comply with all sanctions thereby imposed, including being set home at my/my 
parents/guardians’ own expense without any refund of the conference fees.  
 

9. I give permission for UN Youth Western Australia’s qualified Welfare Officers to 
administer First Aid and/or medical treatment if I am injured or ill, and, if in their 
judgment my case requires it, to take me, in a private vehicle if it is not an 
emergency and I cannot be practically transported otherwise, to a registered medical 
professional to administer such treatment (informing in all cases my 
parents/guardians should this be necessary). Unless otherwise indicated at the end 
of this form, First Aid may include medicine for temporary pain relief. 
 

10. In the case of an emergency, where it is impractical to communicate with me, I 
consent to any employee, official, agent or representative of UN Youth Western 
Australia obtaining for me on my behalf and at my expense any emergency medical 
assistance, treatment and transport as deemed reasonably necessary. 
 

11. I undertake to pay or reimburse costs that may be incurred for medical attention, 
ambulance transport, and drugs, for me while a participant at the Activity. In giving 
this permission and authorization, I acknowledge that UN Youth Western Australia 
does not assume any responsibility or liability for the payment of such hospital, 
doctor, ambulance, dental, or other medical fees that may be incurred. 
 

12. I understand it is my responsibility to inform Activity staff of any medical conditions, 
allergies, food restrictions or any other special needs I may have. 
 

13. I grant Activity staff permission to contact me/my parents/my guardians should I be 
involved in a medical emergency or if my behaviour otherwise requires it. 
 

14. I grant permission to UN Youth Western Australia and UN Youth Australia Inc. to use 
my photograph and/or comments in print, broadcast, online and social media, 
without further consent and free of charge, acknowledging UN Youth Western 
Australia and UN Youth Australia Inc.’s right to crop or treat the photograph at its 
discretion and waiving any right to inspect or approve the finished product, including 
written copy, wherein my likeness or comments appear. 
 

15. I acknowledge that UN Youth Western Australia and UN Youth Australia Inc. may 
choose to use my photo/comments at this time, but may do so at its own discretion 
at a later date, and that UN Youth Western Australia and UN Youth Australia Inc. 
reserve the right to discontinue use of photos/comments without notice. 
 

16. I acknowledge and agree that, subject to UN Youth Western Australia and UN Youth 
Australia Inc. complying with applicable privacy and health records legislation, UN 
Youth Western Australia and UN Youth Australia Inc. may collect and store my 
personal information, and contact me using my personal information in the 
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organisation of the Activity, any post-Activity selection, feedback or inquiries, and 
advise me of events, special offers and other like activities offered by UN Youth 
Western Australia and UN Youth Australia Inc. except where permitted or required 
by law, or where my consent is obtained, this information will not be disclosed to 
third parties. 
 

17. I agree to release, hold harmless, defend and indemnify UN Youth Western Australia 
and UN Youth Australia Inc., and its employees and officers, from and against any 
damage, liability, loss or claim which in any way may arise from or relate to the 
Activity. 
 

18. I agree to reimburse UN Youth Western Australia and/or UN Youth Australia Inc. with 
respect to any claim, loss, demand, cause of action, cost or liability (including 
reasonable attorney’s fees and expenses) which may be asserted against or 
incurred by UN Youth Western Australia and/or UN Youth Australia Inc. which results 
in any way from my participation in the Activity.' 

 

 
KEY WELFARE POLICY PROVISIONS 
 

Sexual Harassment 
 
For the purposes of the Welfare Policy, the term "harassment" refers to any unwanted 
action (and the term “sexual harassment” any unwanted sexual attention) that: 
Involves a stated or implicit threat to the victim's membership, office in UN Youth Western 
Australia, selection or employment status; and/or 
Has the purpose or effect of interfering with an individual's participation in UN Youth 
Western Australia activities or performance of their duties; and/or, 
Creates an intimidating or offensive living or work environment. 
 
UN Youth Western Australia regards such behaviour, whether verbal or physical, as a 
violation of the standards of conduct required of all persons associated with UN Youth 
Western Australia. Accordingly, those inflicting such behaviour on others are subject to the 
full range of internal disciplinary actions. Likewise, acts of retaliation shall be subject to the 
same range of disciplinary actions. 
 
Not every act that might be offensive to an individual or a group necessarily will be 
considered as harassment and/or a violation of the Association’s standard of conduct. In 
determining whether an act constitutes harassment, the totality of the circumstances that 
pertain to any given incident in its context must be carefully reviewed and due consideration 
must be given to the protection of individual rights and freedom of speech. 
 
Consistent with applicable state law, no member of the Division over the age of 18 who 
holds a position of authority within the organization over another member of the Division 
under the age of 18 may engage in sexual activity (broadly defined) with that under-age 
member. 
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Conduct During State Conference 
 
No participant shall consume alcohol, drugs, or other substances at any time during the 
Conference except those brought to the attention of the Welfare Officers and consumed 
with the Welfare Officers’ consent. Smoking shall be permitted at the Conference only by 
facilitators with the consent of the Welfare Officers, out of the range of all delegates and 
guests. Facilitators shall follow the directions of the Convenor as to the appropriate times 
and places for smoking, and no facilitator shall permit their smoking to interfere with the 
execution of their duties. 
 
A facilitator at the Conference shall not, from the date of the Conference Facilitator/Welfare 
Training until one week following the conclusion of the Conference: 

⎯ Be alone with a delegate in a room with the door closed, or an enclosed space, 
unless it is essential and they have notified the Welfare Officers, 

⎯ Be the only facilitator to inhabit the same apartment or suite as a delegate, engage in 
a sexual relationship with a delegate. 

Delegates may not be transported during the conference in a private vehicle without prior 
parental or personal consent (if over 18) in the registration form. Exec shall issue guidance 
if parents or the delegate does not consent. 
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HINTS AND TIPS  
 
Research 

 
It is a good idea to do some research on your country and committee before you come to 
State Conference, and to take copies of the information you will use during the weekend 
with you.  Refer to the research guide included in this Handbook if you are stuck! 
 

Debates 

 
The committee debates and General Assembly session may be quite unlike anything 
you’ve ever encountered.  This section is included to assist you in learning the ropes. The 
rules of procedure may seem foreign and complicated at first, but once the actual mock 
session begins they will prove surprisingly simple.  UN Youth facilitators will be available to 
answer any queries you may have at any time during the mock sessions or indeed at any 
other time during the Conference.  Below are some points that may help: 
 

⎯ The first caucus time called is often used simply to discover which countries are 
considering voting which way. This enables you to discover allies, as well as those 
countries you convince in subsequent caucus times. 

⎯ It is very difficult to convince other countries that your argument is correct with a 
speech alone. Be sure to call and use caucus time to assist in convincing other 
countries. If another member nation calls caucus time, be sure to use the time 
effectively (get out of your seat and move around). It is important to use caucus time 
when it is available as it often becomes rarer as debate goes on. 

⎯ If your member nation has already spoken and you realise an important point that 
must be raised, pass a note to an ally yet to speak on the resolution. Notes may be 
passed at any time during the mock session. Teamwork between countries is highly 
regarded. 

⎯ It is essential that you represent your country’s views, and not your own individual 
values and positions. 

⎯ When speaking, do not lose sight of your aim in doing so: you wish to convince other 
countries to vote for or against a motion (resolution or amendment).  Try not to base 
a speech around explaining to other countries why your country is voting the way it 
is: instead try to convince them to come around to your point of view. 

 

Have Fun! 
 
Be open to meeting new people!  State Conference is full of terrific, interesting, and 
interested people.  Make the most of spending a weekend with an incredible group of 
people with similar interests to you. 
 
Most of all, it’s important to have fun. Do your best to get to know as many other delegates 
as possible, and don’t be afraid to talk to the UN Youth facilitators – we’re fun too and we’re 
here to help! 
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FURTHER INFORMATION  
 
If, after having read this handbook, you still have questions or you’re not quite sure of 
something that has been covered, then please contact one of the people listed below. We 
are available to answer your questions and to provide you with any support you might need. 
 

Ariel Mroz 
State Conference Convenor 
Mobile: 0433 577 876 
Email: ariel.mroz@unyouth.org.au 
 
Laura Gunning 
UN Youth Western Australia President 
Email: laura.gunning@unyouth.org.au  

 
 
We can’t wait to see you at Conference! 
 

 

2018 PARTNERS 
 

We would also like to express our appreciation to our supporters, who have provided either 
financial or in-kind sponsorship for State Conference 2018. 

 
 

The University of Western Australia 
 

The Government of Western Australia 
 

Carbon Neutral Charitable Fund 


