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Introduction to UN Youth

UN Youth Australia is Australia’s largest 
youth-led organisation. Run entirely by young 
people between the ages of 15 and 25, UN 
Youth Australia strives to open young eyes to 
the world by offering them unique educational 
experiences, the skills, and the knowledge to 
be young leaders in their communities, 
nationally, and globally. 

UN Youth Australia believes firmly in the value 
of peer-to-peer education. We deliver 
educational content for high school students in 
innovative ways on variety of topics, including 
the United Nations, human rights, international 
conflicts, advocacy, poverty, aid and develop-
ment, to name just a few. UN Youth Australia 
engages over 15,000 young people, and has 
connections with over 750 schools around the 
country. 

As an organisation, we firmly believe in the 
value of bringing globally oriented 
educational experiences to young people, 
regardless of background or prior knowledge. 
We are a non-partisan organisation, and we do 
not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, 
gender, sexual orientation, socio-economic 
status, or marital status. Every young 
person has something valuable to say, and 
every young person is worthy of being 
empowered and educated about the world 
around them.

Who are our volunteers, and what training 
do they receive?
All of our volunteers are young people between 
the ages of 15 and 25. All volunteers under-
take comprehensive facilitation training multi-
ple times throughout the year, and must have 
undertaken training prior to attending a school 
visit. All of our volunteers must be compliant 
with all the relevant State and Territory working 
with children laws. 

How do I find out more? 
UN Youth Australia has divisions in every State 
and Territory, who would be more than hap-
py to run events in your school. Please get in 
touch with the relevant contact person (see 
Contact Us page), and be sure to visit out web-
site at www.unyouth.org.au to find out more 
about events happening in your area. 



Education programs

 What does our education program entail? 
UN Youth Australia will send a team of volun-
teer facilitators into your school to run an inter-
active education program. We strive to provide 
tailored educational experiences to work with 
your timetabling requirements, class sizes, sub-
ject focuses, and other learning requirements. 
We are happy to run a session to fit within a 
typical lesson or period, or half-day or full-day 
programs which incorporate a number of differ-
ent workshops and activities.

Our programs are aimed at high school stu-
dents, and are adapted to suit a variety of year 
groups and difficulty levels. Our programs can 
be run for 
anywhere from the typical class size of 20-30 
students, to upwards of 100 students across a 
year level or multiple years. 

Our workshops are adapted so that they are
suitable for students of any secondary year 
group.

What types of activities do we run?  

Content-based workshops
Interactive educational workshops on a variety 
of topics, such as Australian Policy, Aid and 
Development, Conflict and Intervention, or the 
United Nations. Students split into smaller 
groups, directed by one or more facilitators. 
These 
workshops typically involve a mixture of 
discussion questions, problem solving activi-
ties, stimulus materials, learning games, as well 
as debates where students can identify and 
compare their stances on particular issues.

Model UN Debating  
A style of debating simulating the processes of 
a United Nations decision making body, stu-
dents represent countries, and debate on mock 
‘resolutions’ on a variety of topics. Students 
may debate as part of a mock UN General 
Assembly, or on issues tailored for any num-
ber of specialised bodies, such as the Secu-
rity Council, the Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC), the Human Rights Council (HRC), 
or the World Health Organisation (WHO).

Interactive Problem Solving
Also known as a ‘Joint Cabinet Crisis’, IPS 
simulates an international crisis situation based 
upon a current or historical conflict area, for 
example, the Cuban Missile Crisis, or an es-
calation between North and South Korea. 
Students are split into country cabinets (typ-
ically two or three party situations) and must 
generate country objectives, react to simulated 
conflict escalations, and make decisions in a 
turn-based format responding to the decisions 
of other cabinets.

A school program may incorporate a number of 
different workshops and activities as detailed 
throughout this Prospectus, with content able 
to be adapted as required. UN Youth members 
in your respective State or Territory are happy 
to discuss and plan with you how the day will 
run.



Our workshops

In line with the outcomes in the proposed 
National Curriculum, UN Youth has developed 
a series of workshops that extend upon the 
learning done in the classroom. Currently, we 
cover:  
 
Advocacy and Leadership
Introduction to Advocacy
Advocacy and Women’s Rights
Advocacy and Young People
Social Movements Around the World
Women’s Rights in the Developed World

Australian Policy 
Australia and the UN

Conflict and Intervention
Evolution of Terrorism
Introduction to Conflict
Children in Conflict
International Responses to Humanitarian 
Crises
Intelligence Gathering and Surveillance

Democracy, Power, and Revolution
Dimensions of Power
Popular Protest

Economics, Trade, and Globalisation
Economic Growth 
G20 Obligations Abroad
Problems at Home in the G20
Introduction to Globalisation

The United Nations and International 
Justice
Introduction to the UN
Challenges to the United Nations
The International Justice System
Genocide, War Crimes, & Crimes Against 
Humanity
UN as a Peacekeeper

International Organised Crime
Human Rights
Introduction to Human Rights (junior) 
Introduction to Human Rights (senior) 
Human Rights in Cultural Contexts
Human Rights in Tension
International Counter-terrorism and Rights
Refugees and Asylum Seekers

Poverty, Aid, and Development
The MDGs and Beyond
Global Human Development

The Environment
Introduction to Climate Change

We are flexible about adapting our content 
to meet with your requirements, and we are 
always looking for feedback about the content 
we cover so as to continue to improve and 
expand the globally oriented education and 
leadership and skills-based development 
we provide for young Australians.  If there’s 
something you’d like us to add, don’t hesitate 
to get in touch!  

We regularly review our programs to ensure 
that they remain relevant and keep up to date 
with current affairs and international devel-
opments. We invite teachers and students to 
submit feedback on our in-school programs, 
and ask attendees at our conferences and day 
forums to do likewise. We strive to constantly 
improve the quality and accessibility of our 
programs, and very much appreciate candid 
feedback from teachers and schools, stu-
dents, and from our own volunteers in post-
event evaluation. 



Beyond the classroom

Apart from UN Youth Australia’s in-
school programs, we also run a number 
of conferences, competitions, and other 
events for secondary students. Each of these 
programs bring together students from a 
diversity of schools and backgrounds to share 
in developing a globally oriented education. 
 
State and Territory Conferences 
UN Youth Australia runs an annual conference 
in every State and Territory. Typically held 
over a weekend in March or April, students 
participate in educational workshops and 
problem-solving activities, listen to and 
engage with prominent guest speakers, and 
represent a country in model UN debate on a 
variety of topics. At each conference, students 
will:

• Engage with key international and Australian 
debates surrounding key global issues, such 
as human rights protection, humanitarian 
intervention, climate change, or aid and 
development 
• Develop an understanding of key 
contemporary international conflicts and other 
contemporary crises 
• Develop skills in public speaking, 
negotiation, and teamwork
• Have the opportunity to articulate issues 
which matter most to them as young 
Australians, discuss their aspirations, and 
generate strategies for change
• Feel empowered to become leaders within 
their own communities 

Evatt Competition
The Evatt Competition is Australia’s premier 
model United Nations Debating Competition 
for students in Years 9-12. In teams of 
two, students adopt member states of 
the UN Security Council, and debate a 

series of engaging resolutions dealing with 
contemporary issues in international peace 
and security.

Voice Public Speaking Competition
UN Youth Voice is a Public Speaking and 
Advocacy Competition aimed at students in 
Years 7-10. Students must engage with a key 
global problem, and present their own solution 
to that problem in a creative and engaging 
way. 

International Activities
UN Youth Australia sends delegations of high 
school students on a number of international 
tour to: 

Europe
Students travel Europe to learn about post-
war rebuilding, the origins of diplomacy and 
Europe in the 21st century.

East Timor
Students travel to East TImor, meeting NGOs 
and government officials to better understand 
the principle of globally sustainable 
development in an imersive experience. 

The Middle East 
Students meet with UN bodies, NGOs, and 
community development organisations to 
learn the challenges, strategies and successes 
of the Middle East Peace process.

New Zealand
The Aotearea Leadership Tour aims to 
promote interculturalism and engagement 
between indigenous and non- indigenous 
young Australians through a tour of New 
Zealand organised in close collaboration with 
UN Youth New Zealand.



OPENING YOUNG EYES TO THE WORLD


