
AOTEAROA
LEADERSHIP TOUR

J U L Y  2 0 2 0

H A N D B O O K



A O T E A R O A  L E A D E R S H I P  T O U R  2 0 2 0



A O T E A R O A  L E A D E R S H I P  T O U R  2 0 2 0

FROM THE CONVENOR
Hey there!

 

I am beyond excited to open applications for Aotearoa Leadership Tour 2020. 

 

ALT is a unique opportunity for 16 amazing young people from across Australia to travel

to Sydney and New Zealand, engaging with issues that fundamentally shape the

relationship between Indigenous peoples and majority white states. Over two weeks in

July next year, we will be engaging in a combination of consultations, events, interactive

workshops and sightseeing in order to explore indigenous rights, culture and

reconciliation.

 

The theme of ALT 2020 is Revisiting Reconciliation. Many of the historical events and

ongoing relations between Indigenous peoples and government institutions in Australia

have been tainted by an oversimplification and general rejection of Indigenous practices,

a failure to recognise history and its ongoing effects, as well as a lack of respect for the

self determination of Aboriginal people.  We will be investigating the institutional

interactions between Indigenous groups and the nation-state, using Australia and New

Zealand as contrasting examples. 

 

Across the tour, we’ll be meeting with community leaders, members of government and

advocacy groups, as well as undertaking workshops, activities and museum and historical

site visits in order to gain a holistic understanding of the past and future progress of

Indigenous reconciliation and recognition

 

.ALT’s time in Sydney will be used to develop knowledge of Australian Indigenous

peoples, politics and history from community perspectives. We will also be looking at

recent Australian efforts to implement constitutional change, such as the results of the

Uluru Talks held in 2017 and the actions of the Referendum Council. In New Zealand, we

will look at long standing relations between the government and the Maori people,

formalised in the Treaty of Waitangi, and how this basis has impacted historical and

current day efforts towards further reconciliation. 

 

This pack will provide you with some information on the trip that will be useful prior to

applying for the tour. You’ll find some details on the itinerary, costs and outcomes, as well

as some information on our welfare procedures to ensure we keep everyone safe while

we’re away. 

 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to get in contact with me at

jo.barrymurphy@unyouth.org.au. I am excited to hear from you and hope to see your

application!

 

Jo Barry-Murphy
Convenor
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ABOUT

UN Youth Australia is a national youth-led not-for-profit, coordinated entirely by young

volunteers aged 18-24. We are dedicated to educating young people about international

relations, providing an avenue for the expression of youth opinion and empowering young

people to engage with society.

 

Through its eight divisions in each state and territory, UN Youth Australia provides an impressive

array of events each year for secondary and tertiary students centred around global affairs. 

 

We believe in the value of peer-to-peer education and have been inspiring young students for

decades to become engaged with the world around them.

 

For more information on UN Youth, please visit our website at www.unyouth.org.au.

UN Youth Australia

Jo has been involved in UN Youth since she was 15 and has been excited by the prospect of

facilitating an International Activity since her own life-change experience as a delegate on the

American Political Tour in 2018. Since becoming a facilitator, Jo has been involved in just about

every UN Youth event in her home state of South Australia and is currently the Secretary of UN

Youth SA.

 

Jo is in her second year undertaking a Bachelor of Law and Bachelor of Arts, with a major in

Politics and International Relations, at the University of Adelaide.

 

She is passionate about UN Youth’s peer to peer approach to education and loves hearing from

so many engaged and insightful delegates.

 

In her spare time, Jo can be found struggling to play guitar, falling down niche Wikipedia rabbit

holes and trying to convince obstinate friends of High School Musical's narrative and thematic

perfection.

The Convener
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PLANNED ITINERARY

We will be spending three days in Sydney, where we’ll look at a brief history of Indigenous

relations with government institutions in Australia, through workshops and various trips to

museums and cultural sites. We will also be exploring Australia’s celebration of Indigenous

culture through attending NAIDOC Week events. Our final day will see the delegation engaging

in discussions of the merits and history of constitutional recognition and treaties, through

consultation with Indigenous community members and advocacy groups. Our first stop in

Sydney will allow for a deeper understanding of Australia’s history with Indigenous rights and

recognition, as well as looking ahead to the possibility of changing institutional interaction.

Sydney

Our next stop is Auckland, where we’ll gain an overview of New Zealand’s historical treatment

and institutional engagement with the Maori people. The contrast between Australia and New

Zealand’s institutional interaction with native people will become clear, as we engage in museum

visits and cultural experiences.

Auckland

Our time in Auckland also includes a day trip to the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, the place of the

signing of New Zealand’s most important land rights treaty. As well as learning about land

sovereignty in the New Zealand context, we will also learn about the unique culture of the Maori

people with a traditional performance. An exploration of the history and practice of the Waitangi

Treaty will provide us a contrasting example to the Australian government’s lack of treaty with

Indigenous Australians.

Waitagi

We will then move on to the hub of Maori culture, Rotorua, where we will explore the impact of

tourism on the preservation of Maori cultural practices. We will also explore the institutional

backing for Kura Kaupapa Maori, Maori-language immersion schools which hold values and enact

practices that reflect Maori cultural values with the aim of revitalising Maori language, knowledge

and culture, as well as the interaction between local councils and Maori people. Rotorua is also

an opportunity to explore the beautiful natural surroundings the city has to offer.

Rotorua

Our final stop on ALT 2020 is Wellington, the capital and political centre of New Zealand. In

Wellington, we will be attending a collaborative event run in conjunction with UN Youth NZ

which will focus on comparison and discussion about Australian and New Zealand institutional

interaction with Indigenous groups. We will also engage in various consultations with political

groups to discuss the integration and relations of the Maori people and the New Zealand political

system. As the final stop on the tour, we will reflect on what we have learned and look to the

future of Indigenous relations in Australia, in light of our exploration of New Zealand’s

institutional interaction with the Maori people.

Wellington



A O T E A R O A  L E A D E R S H I P  T O U R  2 0 2 0

WELFARE
UN Youth Australia and the ALT volunteer team place a priority on safety and take welfare

incredibly seriously. Each ALT Facilitator will possess an Apply First Aid Certificate (formerly

Senior First Aid) and a Mental Health First Aid Certificate. UN Youth Australia has a

comprehensive Federal Welfare Policy, which we will ensure is complied with in the lead up to,

throughout and after ALT 2020. Our priority is ensuring that you are safe, respected, happy and

enjoy the Tour as much as possible. It is a requirement that all delegates agree to and complete

the delegate code of conduct and first aid consent form as part of their online application.

 

Also included in the application are the Welfare Arbitration Procedures that we use in the event

of a breach of the Welfare Policy. The welfare policies are designed to ensure that both

facilitators and delegates all stay healthy and able to enjoy ourselves to the greatest possible

extent. It is crucially important that you understand your rights and responsibilities as per the

Welfare Policy – if you or your parents have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us. The full

UN Youth Australia Welfare policies are available in the application form, and it is a requirement

that you read them. It is important that all welfare information is disclosed to us so that we can

arrange things and ensure that the facilitator team is able to assist everyone in having a positive

experience on the tour. 

 

In order to ensure that we can maximise your safety, enjoyment and participation in the Tour,

you will be required to submit a Welfare Management Plan if you identify as having a serious

health condition (including all chronic illnesses, mental health conditions for which you are taking

medication, and any injury or disability that limits your full participation in ALT 2020). Your

Welfare Management Plan must be written by a medical professional – typically your GP. We will

contact any delegates whom we believe this applies to about creating a Welfare Management

Plan as part of the confirmation process.
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HOW TO APPLY
The cost of Aotearoa Leadership Tour in 2020 is estimated to be $3000 AUD.

 

It is important to note that this cost is an estimate; the leadership team will continue to

explore opportunities for minimising costs in the lead up to the tour, and the fee also

may need to change in response to flight costs increasing or other unforeseen

circumstances. This tour cost will be paid in several instalments in the lead up to

departure in July 2020.

 

The price includes:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will also need to bring additional money to cover some meals on the tour, as well as

souvenirs, personal items and snack food.

 

You must be in Years 10, 11 or 12 during 2020 to be eligible to apply for Aotearoa

Leadership Tour 2020.

 

The application process consists of three stages: your initial online application, a second

round written application and a third round interview.

 

To apply for the 2020 Aotearoa Leadership Tour, head to unyouth.org.au/alt. 

 

Should you have any further questions about the tour or the application process, please

don’t hesitate to contact Jo Barry-Murphy, the tour Convenor, at

jo.barrymurphy@unyouth.org.au. 

 

We look forward to reading your application!

All flights (from your nearest capital city to Sydney, from Sydney to Auckland, then

from Wellington to Sydney, and Sydney to your nearest capital city)

All ground transport

All accommodation

All scheduled activities

Comprehensive travel insurance

Most meals
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SEEKING SPONSORSHIP
We encourage you to seek sponsorship in order to support the costs of the Tour.
 

We will provide a detailed sponsorship guide, as well as support and coaching, to aid

delegates in seeking individual financial support for their tour fees.

 

These packages will not only provide a basis for you to pitch to the entities from which

you seek assistance, but also contain advice sourced from world leading financial

institutions in how effective sponsorship pitches are made. Delegates on past tours have

had great success with finding partial or complete sponsorship.

 

If cost presents a barrier to your participation in ALT please do not hesitate to contact Jo

at jo.barrymurphy@unyouth.org.au.




